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TO ThE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


AND 
 RightReyerend Fatherin God 
NATHANIEL 
Lord Biſhop of D URHAM, 


AND 


Clerk of the- Cloſet to. His Majeſty. 


po. Lond, 


INS it bath" been matter of great Joy to aff 
, * Devout Chriſtians that God hath put it 
2/, 5 =] into _ the Feart of onr _ Reverend 


5 perils __ 


Tori - Primitive Piety, and the lng Eclipſed 
Honour of our Saviour, by reſtoring a weekly Celebra- 
tion of - the Holy  HACALI in bis Metropolitical Church :- 


ſo Tam confident it muſt needs be an extraordinary ſatiſ-- 
fattion to the Regular Clergy of your own Dioceſs, where. 


Conformity hath flouriſhed m a high meaſure ( bleſſed be: 
God ) ever. funce the Reſtauration.. 

As I acknowledge it my Duty,” my Lord, to render. 
my. felf by all means, wheiher in leaſon or out of 
SETNP BH ſeaſon, , . 
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- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſeaſon, ſerviceable to God's Church, eſpecially to the 


Turiſdiftion under you, ; wberem bis Providence hath 
placed me.:: ſo the due Obedience and Reverence 1 juſtly 
benr you, - oblige me to dedicate to your - Lordſhip the pains 
I have taken to promote a frequent Parochial Celebration 
of the Holy Commynion ; ; umbly beſeeching; your, Lord- 
ſhip to Countenance this ſeaſonable performance of my 
Daty,and honeſt Deſign to quicken my Brethren in the 
faithful diſcharge of their Office. 

And Ido aſſure your Lordſhip, that T ſhall never En- 


_ deavour to promote. my own private Phantafies, either 


by adding to, or diminiſhing. from the Eſtabliſhed Laws 
of -our Church ; but as firmly as my weakneſs will per- 
mit, ſhall ſtrive to maintain that excellent Order and 
Diſcipline whichthe Publick Authority of the Church hath 
obliged us all unto; and as both. your Self and Prede- 
ceſſor have enjoyned me, 1 ſhall as ſtrenuouſly and pra- 
dently, as I am capable, adminiſter the ſame, for the 


promotion of thetrue end thereof, the Glory of Ck aob- 


Sulvation of thoſe committed to my Care. Since, Iknow, 


I can neither do God, nor your Lordſhip, more real, and, 


I bope, more acceptable ſervice, than in ſo doing. 
That my Sermon ( which was preached in my ordinary 
Courſe at the Cathedral ) was never intended for the 


Preſs, will eaſily appear from the Examination of the 


Diſcourſe it felf ; and that it was not Vanity, nor an 
Ich to be in Print, which was the motive to this Publica- 


tion, will (1 am perſuaded ) be readily granted by all 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

thoſe, who confider that it carries with it, no Temptation 
to expoſe it to publick View, but ſome well meant Zeal, 
which in a Cenſorious Age is more apt to procure Contempt 
than Commendation. 

Had I not in the Applicatory part ( for the ſake whereof 
T now ſet it forth ) preſſed with ſome earneſtneſs the Te. 
pick of Conformity, and the chief part thereof, frequent 
Communion, ( which to promote is the main deſign of this 
Application to my Brethren ) it bad never ſeen the Light 
at preſent. But having in the Concluſion of the Sermon 


ſet a Scheme of Conformity before the eyes of the Laity, 


as T have in my Letter to the Clergy, preſented them with 
another belonging to Eccleftaſticks, 1 judged the Dij- 
courſes, nat unfit to accompany, ſince they may 


ſtrengthen, one the other. 


Hs an honeſt deſire to contribute to the Publick Good 
was my chief reaſon for publiſhing my Sentiments in theſe 
matters , ſo is it a conſiderable motive for my preſuming 
in this manner to preſent them to your Lordſhip, that 1 
may diſcharge my own Conſcience, and demon/trate how 


much Tam, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt obedient 


and moſt humble Servant, 


D. G. 
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_ Newh Publiſhed. 


dHort Diſcourſes upon the whole Common-Praycr de- 
ſioned to inform the Judgment, and excite the Deyo- 
tion of ſuch as daily uſe the ſame ; by 7ho. Comber D.D. 


The Layerof Regeneration, and the Cup of Salvation, 
ewo plain and profitable Diſcourſes upon the two Sacra- 
ments: The one 4 open the Nature of Baptiſm, and 
earneſtly preſſing the ſerious confideration, and religious 
obſervation of the Sacred Vow made by all Chriſtians in 
their Baptiſm : The other, preſſing as carneſtly the frequent 
Renewing of our Baptiſmal Vow at the Lords holy Table. 
Demonſtrating the indiſpenſible neceſſity of Receiving, 
and the great {inand danger of NegleSing, the Lords Sup- 
per, with Anſwers to the chief Pretences whereby the Ab- 
ſenters would excuſe themſelves. 


The General Catalogue of Books Printed in England 
fince the Dreadful Fire x666, to the end of Trinity Term 
1684. To whichare added, a Catalogue of Latine Books 
Printed in Foreign parts and in Eng/and ſince the year1670. 
_— for Robert Clavell at the Peacock in S.Pauls Church- 
; ar 4 , | 
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St : Joun I. 29. 


Behold the Lamb of God. 


d HE very firſt word of my Text doth 
WS powerfully command your attention, 
PX@&3\ and require you to behold him today, 
4 Sl whom the Church preſented as ma- 
2D nifeſted yeſterday, which will be no 
unſeaſonable Meditation ( you will 
find,) if you examine the Services of 
the reſpe&tive Sundays after the 
Epiphany , till the Purification. It is no ſmall matter - 
in Scripture, that hath an Ecce prefixed thereunto ; 
and nothing can better deſerve it, than thoſe paſſages that 
relate to our Lord's wonderful Incarnation : :namely, God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh to be true and very man, Born of a 
Virgin (the chict ſubje& of Devotion on the Feaſt of our 
Lord's Nativity ) or the man Chriſt Jeſus manitelted to be 
God (the ſubje&t of the Devotions on the Feaſt of the Epi- 
phany ) three ſeveral ways: Firſt, By the Wiſe mens coming 
to worſhip him twelve days after his Birth. Secondly, By a 
Voice from Heavenar his Baptiſm, thirty years after. And 
EY B thirdly, 


4, » y v 
4 F þ 
{'J g 0 A i4«ud 
= + 


\ ® 


ry A Sermon preached 

thirdly, By his firſt Miracle in Cana of Galilee where he 
-- Which way. ſocyer we turn our Eyes to behold, either 
God manifeſted to be Man, or Man manifeſted to be God, 
the SpeQtacle will be glorious and wonderful, and every 
way deſerving of our higheſt Admiration and- Praiſe ; 


which is in a particular manner proper for our econſli- 


deration at this Inftant, when we are approaching, to 


the Table of ous Lord to! feed ' on his bleſſed Body and 
Bloud, 


And that that holy Vn of the Altar, as well as the 


other of the Pulpit, may fuceeed to: the honour of God, 
and comfort of our Souls, let us beg the aſſiſtance of God's 
molt holy Spirit, &c. Yor et 


Ye ſhall pray for the holy Catholick Church of Chriſt, 
the Congregation of Chriftian People, &c. 


Behold the Lamb of Ged. 


Neyer any Spettacle in: the world. ſo well deſerved a 
Crier to call the People robehold it as this in the Text : 
Nor was thereany man in the world fo fit to call SpeQtators 
to.this. SpeCtacle as the Baprtift, God: is come down into 
the-World in the Form.of a Man, - and ſhall not all men de- 
ſire to ſee him? The Baptiſt leapt for Joy at the news of 
his coming, when he was yet in his Mothers Womb ; How 
much more may he now "36, his Preſence, when 
his eyes fee himupon the Earth > Our of the abundance 
of his heart his mouth raked and raviſh'd ( as it were) 
with the ſight of his Saviaur, he no ſooner ſees him 
[ himſelf ] coming, but he calls all others ro behold him, 
Behold the Lamb of God. DE 

We read in Scripture of Ecce's before this of the Baptiſt, 
to. the like purpoſe. The Prophet Eſay had his Zcce, Behold 
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at the Cathedral xt Darham. ; * 3 
« Virgin/ſhalleomtive. The Prophet 'Zacharyhad his Fece, 


| Behold thy King cometh. But John's Ecce is more Empha- 


rical than theirs. Fohu was more than a Praphet., They 


ſhewed'him tothe Eye-0f Faith, /he hes him-to the Eye 


of Senſe, ſo proving himſelf not only an Harbinger; but an 
'Herauld. As heprepared his way before he came, ſo now 
doth he declare his preſence being come. Behold the Lamb 
of God, The Text (with the Tabſegquenn wores 1b an 
Epirome - of 'the whole 'Golpell, preaching Remilſion of 
fins by Jelus Chriſt, The yrand Prerogative of the Church, 
the only happineſs of every faithful Soul, the ground of 


that Article of -our Creed, wherein we profeſs to believe 


the forgiveneſs of -our fins. Here we learn that our ſins 
are pardonedand takenaway, and thar by Chrift, through 
his Mediation, for his Merits. Tf the'Church hath then, Fe as 
he hath undoubtedly) power to ſet apart days of Thank(- 
giving for any Bleſſing received, who can imagine that ſhe 
ſhould nothave power to ſeparate one for the Commema- 
ration of this ſtupendious mercy we have lately Celebrated, 
the Son of God becoming the Son of the Virgin 2 Never 
greater Blefling-came to vhe Church than Chriſt's coming 
into the world. - If the Reſurrection conſigned that Day 
which we celebrate weekly for the Chriſtian Sabbath, his 
Nativity, Aſcenſion, ſending the Holy. Ghoſt, and other 
Atts of his, might no doubt ( if the Church thought fit ) 
have their peculiar Days of Remembrance and Thankſ- 
giving too, as freefrom Superſtition asany preſent Practice 
that hath not a particular Precept. EO 

The words are a Declaration of Chriſt come in the Fleſh, 
"IJ 0 ayes 78 ©e5, Behold the Lamb of God. 

In this Scripture we ſhall obſerve three things: 


Firſt, He came, 'Auves, A Lamb. | 

Secondly, Nor ſimply *Apves, A Lamb; but by an Ex: 
cellency, 6 *Apyos, The Lamb. 

K Me B z Thirdly, 


"4 *_,.,. » 4:Sermon. preached. 


I, Behold a Lamb.., Our Saviour is'pleaſed in his Goſpel 
to ask, To what ſhall we-liken' the Kingdom of God 2 
And by his Example we may here ask, To what ſhall 
any man liken the Son. of God ? The Son of God is God, 
and God. is, incomparable. . As: there is noother God be- 
ſidesbim, ſo there's. no other thing, like unto- him. + To 
whom ſhall we liken God, or what likeneſs ſhall we com- 
pare unto him? ſaith Efay 40. 18. And yet the Baptiſt 
here calls him a Lamb, and in the Revelation of St. John he 
is called a Lion, Chap.5. v. 5. To clear this, you ſhall 
know, that theſe; and the. like Metaphorical Appellations 
'are given to God, net. to note: his 'Eflence, but certain of 

| his Propertics.; , And therefore we are not warranted 
hereby to piCture him like theſe, or. any other Creatures, 
or to conceive of him, as it he were any Created Thing, 
but tojlearn ſome of. his Properties by theſe Titles. Chriſt 

354sa Lamb; and as a Lion; as a Lamb in Patience; as a 

: Lion in his Power; as a Lamb in his Paſſion, 'as'a Lion- in 
his Reſurre&tion. The Holy Ghoſt is often pleaſed in 
Scripture to deſcend to the Capacity of Man, and to cx- 
preſs Divine Myſteries by Phraſes. moſt. eaſie, and ſutable 
ro Humane Apprehenſion; not that we ſhould grofly con- 
ccive of Ged to be the. thing by which-he makes himſelf 
known; -but that by theſe \Metaphors we may the more 
plainly diſcern certain properties in him,, as by the Title of 
Lamb in the Text. The Baptiſt might have ſaid, Behold 
the Meſſiah, Behold the King of Iſrael, Behold.the Son of 
God ; bur paſling by. theſe, he faith, Behold the Lamb 
of God. Tn which Metaphor we may note three Pro- 
perties of Chriſt naturally to be:-known, v3z. his Inno- 
cency, Meekneſs, and Profitableneſs; or that great Be- 
nefir which redounds to the Church by him, as I ſhall ſhew 


at the Cathedral at- Durham. \F 


you in-every particular, with great brevity, intending to. 
be more large than ordinary inthe Application. | 

1. Lamb notes his Innocency, for the Lamb is ever 
eſteemed Z&0y anger, the beſt among mere Animals ; and 
ſo we account him .the moſt harmleſs Creature, an Em- 
blem of Unſpotted Purity, . and rherefore a fic Title to 
ſet forth the Innocent Son of God to the world ; who was 
ſo. innocent; that his Judge could find no fault in him, 
Jobs x8. 38. 1 find a love? in him, ſaid Pilate there. Nay, 
the Devil himſelf had nothing to accuſe him of, The Prince 
of this World hath nothing in me, John 14. 30. The Council 
that condemned him, were forced to ſeek falſe Witneſs, and 
though they ſought,yet tound they none, faith the Evange- 
liſt, Mat. 2.6. 59, 60. Both he that.condemned him, and 
he that betrayed him,pronounce him innocent, Mat.27.4,2.4, 
And therefore St. Paul.calls him a Lamb without Sport or 
Blemiſh. He was indeed ſo eminently Innocent, that ne 
one durſt ſay he wasany way Nocent. The belt of men. 
are liable to Cenſures, and juſt Caſtigations; their very 
Virtues are Imperfett. and. Cenſurable: - But this Lamb is 
ſo pure and white, that no man durſt fay that he was ever 
touched with the leaſt Peccadillo or ſmalleſt offence. He 
was clear of Original Sin, Conceived of the Holy Ghoſt; 
he was void of all Actual Tranſgreſſion, in Thought, Werd, 
and Deed ; Clear in Thought, 3, knew no ſin, 2 Cor. 5.2%. 
Clear in Word, There was no guile found in his mouth, 1 Pex. 
4.22. Clearin Deed, he did no fin, in the beginning of the 
ſame Verſe. All which S.ob» gives in this General,7 here was 
#0 fin in him, 1 John 3.5. Fe. this is our happineſs, we are 
hereby confirmed in our Faith, that he died for our ſins, 
having none of his own, and that God hath accepted him. 
for our Tranſgreſſions, he being fo pure and Immaculate a 
Lamb, of ſuch infinite Worth, ſo perfeC a. Sacrifice, and 
latisfa&tory Oblation © 


ONES | St. John 
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St. John probably might have ſome ſpecial aim in 'the 


Title. As thus, He profeſſeth, that his Baptiſm was for 
Remiſſion of Sins, and Chriſt coming to be Baptized of 


him, the People might think he had Sins*to*be remitred, 
Toprevent this ſuſpicion, he calls him an innocent Lamb, 
Behold Chriſt coming to 'be Baptized, ( he might have 
ſaid.) but not for the ſame Ends as you. You areBapti- 
zed tor your ſelves, that your fins may be forgiven; but He 


for you, that your Baptiſm 'may be available for'theRe- 


miſſion of your fins. 'He was baptized in his Natural 
Body, that you might be Baptized Spiritually in his Myſti- 
cal Body. He came not to cleanſe himfelt by the Water 
of Baptifm, for he was without ſin, but to ſandtifie the 
Warer of Baptiſm 'for your Purification; To cleanſe: the 
Font, and nor himſelf; 'To elevare the Water of Baptiſm 
above its natural Condition ; To be the Inſtrument of the 
| Holy Ghoſt for the ſpiritual waſhing of our'Souls, to make 
itindeed ſuch aFountain of Water, as was promiſed to be 
opened to the Houſe of Jacobfor Sin, and for Uneleanneſs, 
Zach. 13.1. Behold then in the firſt place a» Innocent 
Lamb, | 

2, As Chriſt is a Lamb'for Innocency, ſo likewiſe for 
Patience and Meekneſs. St Fohn Baptiſt might have called 
Him, as in the Revelation, The Lion of the Tribe of Judah : 
bur then they might have teared him; for what more 
rerrible than a Lion?. But that he might not hinder 
their Baptizing, whoſe Baptiſm he came to fanQti- 
fie, St. John calls him a Lamb, which as every one 
knows, is ſincerum, ſimplex, © fine fraude Pecus, the 
meekeſk, ſincereſt, and moſt ſimple Creature. Every other 
Creature hath ſome Frowardneſs in it. Even the Fly hath 
its ſpleen, and the Worm that is trod on, turns again ; but 
the Lamb is led to the ſlaughter, withour ſtriving, and is 
dumb before the Shearer, not opening his mouth, E/ay 53. 
A moſt notable Inſtance whereof was ſeen in our Lord 
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Jeſus's ſufferings. ; for was. not Chriſt juſt ſach a Lamb». 
ſhorn ( if may, fo ſay ) and ſhaven by the cruel Cenſure of. 
an unjuſt Judge, at Gabbatha,. Fohn 19. 13, and ſlaughtered. 
by his bloudy Crucifiersat Golgotha, ver.51.and yet all this | 
while never moved to any Impatience, They Fleece him- 


of his Coat, fley him of his. Skin, if not wholly, yer in- 


part, by their Whipping, and Scourging, and Goaring of 
iim ; more Pitiful. to his Coat than to.his Skin and Body, 
and yer he is. ſtill as meek as a Lamb. He endures all. 
their Butcherly handling of him, with filent Patience, with- 
out Clamour, and. without Complaint, who when he was: 
reviled, reviled not again, when he ſuffered, he threatued- 
»ot, 1 Pet.2.23. There was a Sword (drawn, by one,in our 
Saviours defence, and a wound piven by it, but it was. 
much againſt his Will; who toſhew his diſlike, Cured the 
Wound, and check'd his Diſciple for giving it, Mat.26.52. 
John 18.11, and therefore this AC of the Diſciple can be. 
no prejudice to his: Maſter's Patience, who'was ſo harmleſs, 
that he never did hurt to.other, and fo wonderfully meek, 
that he never reſiſted thoſe that injured him. Though . 
the Wrongs he ſuffered were extreme, the Indignity he 
bare, to Fleſh and Bloud intolerable; yet in this Extremi- 
ty he commits his Cauſe to him that judgeth righteouſly, 
and -forall the Cruelty and Indignity which he underwent, 
he never opened his. mouth in anger ; not one ill word: 
againſthis Perſecutors, but many good ones for them. All 
the Revenpe thar he deſires is, that no Vengeance be taken- 
on them. Father forgive them, for they know not what they 
do. Moſes the meekeſt man upon the Earth, had his Pa- 
tience moved at Meribah, Numbers 20, 10, II, 12, 13. 
The Patience of Job is famous even to a Proverb, and yet» 
he often complained. Beyond theſe and all other Exam- - 
ples, Chriſt ſuffered more than all, with the incom- 
parable meekneſs of a Patient Lamb. When I think of 


of. 
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of them that call themſelves Chriſtians, and yet hereinare 
quite oppoſite to the nature of Chriſt : And that ſuch a 
glorious Example of Virtue ſhould be no more prevalent 
with us,and have no power on us. He indured,tor our ſakes, 
all things that were moſt painful to Humane Nature, withon tr 
the leaſt kind of murmuring or complaint. He ſuffered Re- 
proaches,Revilings Scoffings,Scorning, Buffeting, Whipping, 
Death it ſelf, nay, a moſt painful and ſhameful one, withour 
the leaſt deſire of Revenge. When we, alas, poor deſpicable 
Worms, cannot for any ſake,: God's fake, or Chriſt Jefus 
ſake, ſuffer the leaſt contradiCtion either to our Nature, or 
our Humour. A little loſs of Reputation, or Goods, (which 
are leſs valuable,) a Blow, or but a Word, ſometimes are 
thought things intolerable. All our power and might on 
ſuch trifling accounts, (as if Vengeance were ours, and not. 
' God's)is preſently raiſed to revenge our Quarrel. In this our 
Nature croſleth our Title ; for if-we be Chriſtians, we muſt 
be Anointed with ſome Drops ef that Oyl, with ſome de- 
grees of thoſe Virtues, thatſo much abounded in him. -So 
faith St. Peter in the preſent Caſe, He gave himſelf an Ex- 
ample, that we fhould follow his ſteps. Chriſts ſheep hear his 
Voice, and follow him, Joh. 10.27. His Diſciples | all that 
belong to him } are Sheep, not Goats, not Wolyes bur 
Lambs, Innocent and meek Lambs. 

3- As Chriſt is Innocent and meek, ſo like a Lamb, he 
is profitable alſo. As a Lamb, to the Owner affords both 
his Fleece and his ſubſtance, one to Cloath him, the other 
to Feed him ; fo ts Chriſtto us, both our Garment to coyer 
our Sin, and our Food to nourith our Souls. 

How Chriſt is our -Garment-to- cover - our ſin hath 
been the ſubjett of a former Sermon; and the deſign of this 
Diſcourſe, and Duties of the Day, will not give leave to 
repeat ; how he becomes our Food, T hope you will find 
ſoon after, by experience, in the Sacrament ot the Lord's 


Supper, on which I ſhall refle& in the Application : bur 
before 
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before that, we have two particulars to be yet briefly 
handled. It is remarkable the Bapriſt calls him not ſimply 
aLafnb, but The Lamb, and not barely ſo, but T he Lamb 


of God. 


IT. Behold The Lamb, 6 apyos, The Lamb which the 
\ Prophet Eſ/ay foreſhewed to be rhe Propitiatory Sacrifice 
for the ſins of his People, Eſay 53.7. The Lamb prefi- 
gured by Moſes in the Paſsover, Exod. 12. AS the Bloud 
of the Lamb ſprinkled upon the Poſts of the Door, ſaved 
the Iſraelites from the Plague of the Deſtroyer ; fo the 
Bloud of this Lamb, ſprinkled by Faith on our Hearts, ſhall 
preſerve us from Sin, and allthe Powers of Darkneſs. In 
a word, The Lamb that was Prefigured in all the other 
Lambs under the Law, That, in the Daily Offering, Thar, 
in the Treſpaſs Offering, and That, in the Peace Offering, 
| all of them, and all other Legal Sacrifices ; the Truth, the 
Subſtance of them all, is in this Lamb. Which Lamb is 
our Paſsover, I Cor.5.7. We have no other Way or 
Means to make the Lord paſs over the houſes of our 
Souls, in the Day of his Wrath, but by.the obſerving of 
this Paſsoyer. He only is our Propitiltion, 1 Joh.2. x, 
We have no other Sacrifice for Sin, no other Peace-Offer- 
ing; our Reconciliation, our Atonement is only in his 
Bloud, who alone was perfeAly Innocent, fit to Redeem 
Sinners, - eſſentially Meek and Patient, fit to ſuffer for 
Treſpaſles ; and fo Dear to God, thar he alone could pre- 
vail with him to turn his Wrath from us. And therefore 
leaving all other Sacrifices, we cleave only to him. All 
other Sacrifices had all their Virtue from him, the moſt 

ſufficient Sacrifice in himſelf, being The Lamb of God. | 


WI. 7he Lamb of God 2 Are not all Lambs, you'll fay, 


* His, TheLambs of God 2 All the Beaſts of the Foreſt are 


| his, and fo are the Cattel upon a Thouſand Hills. ew 
AY, 1 hs on - ut 
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But this by an Excellency, is God's Lamb, God's Lamb in 
a moſt peculiar and eſpecial manner. The others are God's 
Lambs for the Prieft to facrifice, this for God' himſelf to 
ſacrifice. Therefore, faith Ferus, is Chriſt called Agnus 
De, becauſe God gave him. So God loved the world, that 
he gave his only begottey. Son, John 3. 16. Sacrifice and 
Offerings in Scripture are called theirs that preſented 
them. The Firſtlings of the Flock which Abel offered are 
called his Offering, Ger. 4. 9g. And the Bullock which the 
People were to offer for their Sins, is by Moſes called the 
Peoples Sin-Offering ; and in this Senſe Chriſt is called zhe 
Lamb of God; becauſe God gave him, God offered him. 
Chriſt being thus God's Sacrifice, Offered by himſelf, he is 
therefore called God's Lamb. See, Hear,;and Admire then 
thewonderful Love of God. Was there no Ranſom for 
the Sin of Loſt Man, bur only the offering the Son of God 2 
Was not a Lamb ſufficient, bur it muſt be the Lamb of God? 
And was there no other to offer him, but God 2 the Father 
to ſacrifice his only Son 2 Oh how great was God's Love 
to do ſo much. for us'! How great our :Sin to require ſo 
much to be done! The Sacrifices of Beaſts were but for a 
rime; neither wet they ſufficient of themſelves, at any 
time, to make the Comers thereunto perfe&, as per- 
taining to the Conſcience, Heb. 9g. 9g. All their Virtue and 
Worth was from this Sacrifice of God's Lamb, which was 
Typified in theirs, the Subſtance of theſe ſhadows. When 
cheir Time was fulfilled, God put a Period to thoſe kinds of 
- Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices for Sin; Then his own Lamb 
comes to the Altar. His own. Son hath a Body fitted, 
and comes todo his Father's Will ; by which Will we are 
ſanftified, through the Offering of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt 
once for all, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 

And thus having diſpatched all the Particulars I propoſed 
to diſcourſe of, give me leave to ſpend the remaining time 
in ſome uſetul Improvement of, and RefleCtions GB. the 
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 Text;the Time,and the Sacrament to which weare approach- | 


ing, and whereto both Preacher and People ought chiefly 
ro draw their Meditations. And therefore I hope for par- 


don, if I imploy a conſiderable partof the time allotted, to 


this purpoſe. | 
Applications 


We have, lately, Celebrated three great and ſolemn Fe« 
ſtivals, relating to our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, his Nati- 


vity, his Circumciſion, and 'his Epiphany. In the firſt, 
- we remember his taking upon himſelf Humane Nature ; 


In the ſecond, his becoming obedient to the Law for Man; 
In the third, the manifeſtation of himſelf to be God. The 
buſineſs of the Text, then, can be no unfeaſonable nor un- 


- profitable Imployment, rhe beholding him, who has been 


ſo lately expoſed to view, eſpecially on a Day, when the 
very Sacrament of his Body and -Bloud ( thoſe Sacred 
Pledges of his Love) are expoſed on. his Altar ; and to 
what end this Son of God was manifeſted, we learn from 
St. John, namely, to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, He 
was born, that we might be New-born. He was Circum- 
Ciſed in the Fleſh, that we might be Circumcifed in Heart 
and Spirit. And he was maniteſted to the Gentiles, that 
their Poſterity (of whom we are part) like the Wiſe 


men, might throughout all Ages, Worſhip and Adore him, 


with all due reſpef and humility both of Body and Soul ; nay, 
[| might add likewiſe, with their Eſtates too : for otherwiſe 
we ſhall be very deficient in imitating their pious Example, 
for they did ( during his low eſtate of Humiliation, even 
to a Stable and Manger ) pay him Tribute, not only*trom 
their Souls, but from their Bodies alſo, for they fell dewn 
and worſhipped him (a Reſpe& which many of us too 
often grutch hima now heis in his higheſt Exaltation;) and 
not only thus paying him'Fribute from their Bodies, but 
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from their Eſtates, Worſhipping him with Gifts and Obla- 
tions, offering him Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrh. Which 
may ſerye as. a ſufficient Juſtification of our Churches 
PraQtice, in requiring the Offertory to be a conſtant Com- 
panion of the Holy Communion (yea, and that tooa very 
ſignificant part of the Office) and alſo a ſufficient ground 
of Kopeoot to all thoſe, that ſhall preſume to neglect fo 
Laudable and Edifying a PraCtice ; an Impoſition unex- 
ceptionable, and reaſonable to be performed by the Poor 
as well as the Rich, ſince the poor Widows Mite is Re- 
corded in Scripturc to be as acceptable to God, as the rich 
man's Abundance, caſt into the Treaſury. 

But to return to our glorious Spectacle, whether we 
view him in the Inn, in the Arms of his Mother, or in the 
Temple, bleeding under the Hand and Knife of the Prieſt, 
or laſtly, receiving Divine Worſhip . from Kings who came 
to Adore him; we have betore our eyes a:Pattern of the 
grcateſt Love, Purity, and Condeſcenſion; indeed the 
Grand-Exemplar of all Vertue, more eſpecially of thoſe 
Vertues, which have been the ſubje&t of the Diſcourſe, 
Innocency, and Meckneſs. Certain it is, that if we could 
bur take a full and perfect view of this Proſpect ( of all 
the moſt lovely ) it would have ſome bleſſed Effe&s on us, 
in Transforming us into his Likeneſs, in making of us ( at 
leaſt in ſome ſmall meaſure and degree ) Pure as he is Pure, 
Innocent as he is Innocent, Meek as he is Meck, Were 
we but Obedient and Faithful roour God, to our Church, 
to our own Souls, in frequenting the Houſe of God (on 
theſe ſolemn Occaſions ) but with honeſt Hearts, and good 
Meaning, viewing him in his ſervice, viewing him in- his 
Sacraments (by Faith) we ſhould never want ſome com- 
fortable Iſlue of our Indeavours, we ſhould not be fo un: 
ſucceſsful ( as weare ) in the Reformation of our Lives, 
and the Conforming of them to the Life of Chriſt, the 
Innocent, Meek, and blefled Jeſus. To do this ( and we 

| can 


WM at the Cathedral at Durham: 3 


can donothing of greater importance } ſhould be the ſub- 
ject of all our Reſolutions, ( it hath been no holy nor hap. 
py Chriſtmaſls, if it hath not prevailed with us to reſolye 
to be better men: ) But ſucha Reſolution doth moſt par- 
ticularly concern us, who are now approaching to-God's 
Altar. 

Brethren, we can put no tricks upon the Almighty, who 
ſearcheth, and ſeeth, the Heart as we fee Faces. It is not 
our demure Looks, nor our outward humble Poſtures, or 
moſt ſolemn Proſtrations, that can render us acceptable 
Gueſts, and unite us to our Saviour ; but a lively Faith, 
firm Hope, a fervent Charity, and ſincere Reſolutions of 
new Obedience, eſpecially in reference to theſe matters, 
wherein we have moſt notoriouſly diſpleafed God, and de- 


filed our own Conſciences. The Exerciſe of theſe things in 


ſincerity, though not in Perfection, are Efſentially neceſſary 
to ſecure unto us the Pardon of our Sins, and a_Title to 
the Kingdomof Heaven. Which as it is the main deſign 
of all our receptions of the Lords Supper, ſo ſhould it be 
more eſpecially our buſineſs, when we perform this Duty 
at great and ſolemn Feſtivals, and ſo extraordinary a Time, 
when the very newneſs of the Year will powerfully invite 
us to newneſs of Life. Such as are perfetly deat to this 
Call, and can reſiſt all the Invitations we have, from the 
very Time and Cuſtom, to amend our ways, are not like- 
ly to make it much the buſineſs of their Thoughts for the 
remaining part ofthe Year. To begin well does not abſo- 
lutely neceſſitate a good Concluſion, but certainly is a 
conſiderable ſtep towards the ſame, otherwiſe ir would ne- 
ver have been familiarized into a Proverb, What's well be- 
gun, is half ended. Let us all then, I beſzech you, in the 
name of God, take care how we enter upon the New-year 
without newneſs of Lite, after having received ſo. many 
Mercies, and committed ſo many Sinsthe Year paſt. Among 


thoſe Gifts which Cuſtom dorh oblige us to beſtow, let us, 
| in 
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_ in thefirſt place give our Hearts unto God. Let the Glat- 
. tonand Drunkard renounce his ſottiſh Intemperance : Ler 
. the common Swearer renounce his inexcuſable fin of Pro- 
_-fanation of God's Name : Let the Malicious renounce his 
"Malice and Revenge : Let the Proud. and Imperious re- 
nounce his Haughtineſs of Mind : Let the wretched Mi- 

' ſer renounce his Avarice, and} oppreſſion of his Bro-. 
ther : Let the Furious and wrathful renounce. his Anger 
and Impatience': And laſtly, let the Tp Sluggard (Ft 
mean chiefly in- reference to Religion) forſake his Sloth, 
and careleſsneſs of his precious and immortal Soul, Let 
 eyery Sinner renounce his moſt beloyed fin, and ſeaſonably 
diſcharge himſelf of that Burthen, which may chance { as 
lightas he makes it ) to preſs him, before another Anniver- 
fary, into Hell. We are all yet (God be praiſed ) alive, 
and have our Day of Salvation continued to us, and are 
capable to lay hold on Eternal Life. Qur merciful and gra- 
cious God hath carried us, thus far, through the dangers 
of Body and Soul, wherewith we have been, from our 
Cradles, incompaſſed, Bur that we ſhould ( all here pre- 
ſent, every individual Perfon) live to ſee another Year, and 
to enjoy the bleſſed opportunity ( which I fear too many 
of us will wilfully ree&) of Feaſting on our Saviour's . 
Body and Bloud, in this very place, is hardly poſitble to 
conceive.. It is highly probable, that ſundry of . our 
Friends and Acquaintance, who did, with as much con- 
fidence, as we do at preſent, promiſe themſelves long life 
a yearago, are now mouldred into Duſt, and gone before 
us into the Land of Darkneſs, where they inherir, as the 
Wiſe man ſpeaks ( as to the ſtate of the Body ) nothing 
but Worms and: creeping things. And that we ſhould 
think our ſelves more immortal than thoſe that have gone 
before us, is contrary to all Reaſon as well as daily Expe- 
rience. Certain it 1s, that it would become us, ( the beſt 
of ys) it we .conſider-our ſelyes but as men indued with 
HK __ Common 
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Common Senſe, to take a little more care of our future 
ſtate, and how we do launch, forth, unprepared, into the 
Ocean of Eternity, and deſcend. into-the Grave, out of | 
which there is no Redemption. Upon theſe, and' the like 
Conſiderations, methinks we ſhould ( without any more 
ado )all reſolye,for the remainder. of our days, to be as con- 
ſtant Gueſts at our Lord's Table, as he requires, and our 
Duty obligeth us to ;.and in. particular, none ſhould dare 
let (lp the preſent Call we have, from the very Seaſon, to. 
a Heavenly Banquet, where we may have Communion 
with the God of Heaven, Converſe with the Holy Angels, 
and Feaſt on the Son of God, and thereby be made par- 
takers of thoſe ineſtimable benefits Chriſt purchaſed for 
us, by his bitter and bloudy Death and Paſſion, namely, . 
pardon of Sins, ſanQtifying Grace, anda Title to the King-. 
dom of Heaven, 

Here, here is the beſt z gxmvezor and trueſt Trial, not: 
only of our growth in Grace, but of our ſincerity in Re- 
ligion; I mean, how we ſtand afte&ted to the holy Sacra- 
ment of Chriſts pretious Body and Bloud. If we make - 
that, which, if rightly performed, is, the moſt Eſſential 
part of God's Service, a Ceremony to be done, when we 
have little, oc nothing elſe ro do, and can contentedly, 
without juſt or lawful Impediment, abſent our ſelves from 
God's Houſe, even at the moſt ſolemn times of Celebration, 
or can boldly, without ſcruple, turn our backs on the 
Lord's Table (a higher ACt of profane Contempt than the - 
former) when we ſce it ready furniſhed, and hear our 
Dear Lord and Saviour ſummoning us, by his Miniſters, 
and inviting us to Sup with him, in order to our being - 
Everlaſtingly happy, we are cither groſly ignorant, ſtupen- 
diouſly negligent, or egregiouſly profane. 

To produce in our Souls an earneſt longing to be united . 
to our Dear Lord and Saviour by Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity; and to receive theſe Pledges of his Love, in the 2-9 
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| holy Myſteries, isthe main End, both of our Prayers and 


Sermons. And therefore to dote ſo much on a Sermon,as to 
juſtle out the Sacrament, the higheſt Office of Chriſtian 
Religion, is a moſt Prepoſterous way of Devotion, and a 
Picce of Anti-Chriſtianiſm, rather than Chriſtianity ; for 
the chief deſign of Sermons 1s to fit, and prepare for 
this Sacrament, without doing whereof no Sermon can 
be prevalent and effeCtual to a holy life, which made 
- a great and .holy Writer of our own Coun- 
* Thorndike. Oy * declare in his Works, That he knew not 
| what thoſe Sermons did $. mg that did no 
waysdiſpoſe towards the Reception of the bleſſed Eucha- 
riſt, which cannot be denied to be the moſt undoubred In- 
ſtrument, and beſt means toconvey Grace to : and promote 
Vertue in, a Chriſtian Soul. las 
This cauſed the Church of Eng/axd too ( we may con- 
ccive ,) to keep her ground in the Reformation, in retain- 
ing part of her Communion Service, on all Sundays and 
Holy-days, even when there is no Celebration ; Proclaim- 
ing that ſhe is alwaysready to give it (as a worthy Church- 
man notes) whenſoever any People ſhall be fo Religiouſly 
diſpoſed as to deſireit : nay, abſolutely enjoyning it, in all 
thoſe ſolemn places, ( whether Collegiate Churches, or 
Colledges ) where ſhe was'aſlured of an Aſſembly of Prieſts 


and Deacons, from whom ſhe might juſtly *expe& more 


conſtant attendance, and higher Devotion : taking care, 
that when ſhe reje&ted the Corruptions, Superſtitions, and 
Idolatries of the Maſs, ſhe might pay as much reſpect, as a 
degenerate, and indeyout Ape would bear, unto the Com- 


FEk Lites munion; no wherecondemning the Dazly 
T0 1eS ; 7 
of Edward Vi. Celebration heretofore practiſed, or yet 


retained in any Chriſtian Church, but the 


_ folitary Communion of the Popiſh Prieſts, and their way 


of Ottering up Chriſt daily, as a Sacrifice for the Living 
and the Dead ; ( neither of which can be termed a Com- 


munion 


is" . 
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* mwnion;) For a private Maſs, whenno one Communicates 
with the Prieſt ( or when there doth; .if the People are 
deprived of the Cup) can neither in Logick, or Grammar, 
deſervethe name. | 
The Church of Eng/and would by no means deſcend fo 
low, as the Church of Rome doth, in her expeQation from 
the Laity, ( that Church requiring Lay-men to receive ab- 
folutely, but once in the Year, under Penalty) but impo- 
| ſeth onevery one of the People, in the moſt buſie Circum- 
Nances, 9 f in the moſt inconfiderable Pariſh or Chaple- 
ry, where there be feweſt Communions, an Obligation to 
receive at. leaſt three times in the Year, looking on it ( as 
certainly it is ) an intolerable: Relaxation to let -People go 


\ , lower. Whichyert, itis to be feared, is, as high, or higher 


than many of us go, who live nigh a Cathedral, where 
there are Celebrations Monthly, and cannot be denied 
Weekly, if any reaſonable Number of devout People did 
heartily deſire that great Priviledge | that the Church 
allows them. Which, rightly conſidered, is the greateſt 
Benefit and Happineſs of a Son of the Church of Exgland; 
aSit is one of the greateſt Honours and Ornaments of our 
Common-Prayer-Book, that there is a Rubrick or Rule, 
whick-ſuppoſetha Prieſt weekly Officiating at the Altar. 
There: is not among us a more undeniable Relique or 
Remainder of Popery ( which' may: be truly fo termed ) 
than the notorious and ſcandalous contempt of the Com- 
munion. This was ( I well remember) declared in one of 
our firſt Synods of the Clergy, by our Dioceſan after the 
Reſtoration. No Church in the Chriſtian world, pre- 
tends more, .and ſhews leſs reſpe& to, the Communion; 
than the Church of Rome ; molt of their Tokens of Reſpect 
being the higheſt Diſhonour and diſgrace that was ever caſt 
upon the Son of God, and his holy Sacrament of his preci- 
ous Body and Bloud. je | 
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' This fad: Contempt of the chicfeſt means that ever 
Chriſt inſticuted for the fupport of Religion, ( which loſs 
of ground in the Church of God, gave the greateſt Wound 
_ that ever was given unto Piety ) hath been fairly, or ra-. 
ther foully, Copied by rhe Separatiſts from the Church of 
England; infomuch, that we may term ſeldom Commu- 
nicating to be a piece of Fanaticiſm as well as Popery, the 
holy 'Euchariſt being never ſo difgracefully Rezefted, and 
vilely Trampled on, as in the Times of Schiſm and Rebelli- 
on, when thoſe who ſhewed great Zeal for Sermons, ( in 
many places daily ) were contented without a Sacrament 
Yearly : nay, thoſe that would have three or four Ser- 
mons ot-a Sunday, did not once, in ſome places, Celebrate 
the Lord's Supper in three or four Years ; no, (I dare affirm, 
and I know what I ſay) in thirteen or fourteen years to-. 
gether. A bleſſed Reformation ! 

. So egregious and lamentable a Contempt of Chriſt's 
Death, od the laſt Commandsof a dying Saviour, Do this 
i# Remembrance of me, as we'ſee our Adverſaries, on bothx 
hands, do concur in, ſhould create a holy Indignation. in 
us, who-in ſome things are forward enough to havea kind 
of Antipathy againſt them,and oblige us to diftinguiſh our 
ſelves. 'by a contrary Prattice,.as much as. poſlible, from 
ſuch falſe and pretended Catholicks and Proteſtants, who 
by their Pretences thereto, 'God knows, have: almoſt 
brought both Catholick and Proteſtant Religion into Con- 
tempt. - 

And here a kind of Spirit of Oppoſition, or Contra- 
diction ( whereby too many doonly meaſure their Religion ): 
would-be'very laudable, and rhe: moſt efkeualmeans, un- 
der God, to preſerve us froms the Machinations, or Malice 
of either.. True Piety, as it is the beſt Policy, will be the 
molt ſure defence againſt our Advyerfarics of every Perſua- 
fon. Let us be ſure tobe in truth-and reality what they 


Profels,, and would be thought tobe, ſticking cloſely, nay, 
; giving 
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piving up our ſelyes intirely to God and- Goodneſs in a 
E@ncere, ſpiritual, and deyout uſe of thoſe means of Salya- 
tion, which are undoubtedly of Chriſts own Inſtitution; 
not fondly pretending to be Honourersof God's Ward, and 
yet down-right Contemners of his Worſhip ( whereof this 
Sacrament, to which we are approaching, . is the moſt ex- 
cellent part) nor Friends to his SanCtuary, when we are 
none to his Sacraments, nor to be zealous Aſſertors of the 
Religion of our Church, and. yet live contrary to the Eſta- 
bliſhed Rule of God's Worſhip, z. e. our Common Prkct. 
' Book, whereinevery Member of our Church, (though they 
are not engaged thereto by ſo Sacred a Tye, as the giving air 
Aſſent and Conſent publickly in a Congregation,) hath 
apart to a&t (and a great one too) which would require 
much ſerious ſtudy and conſideration (and which, by a 
few particulars I hope to demonſtrate.)  _ 

Firſt, It is without all doubt, that every Lay-man, of 
our Communion, is botind to aſliſt at, as the Miniſter is 
to ſay, Divine Service daily, when God placeth him in 
ſuch bleſſed Circumſtances ( as you we) to enjoy the ſame, 
and the neceſlary and indiſpenſable Afﬀairs of his Life and 
Calling will permit; and when they will not ( which is a 
_ juſt Impediment ? on days of buſineſs to ſend, if poſlible, 

ſome Perſon of his Family to be a Repreſentative, and 
keep up its Intereſt in that continual Sacrifice, appointed 
by God and the Church to be Offered up, in behalt of the 
whole Congregation, and which extends to the Faithful 
thatare lawiully abſent as well as the preſent. 

Secondly, Without all diſpute, it 18 the Duty of ever 
Perſon, when he comes to God's Houſe, to labour as —_ 
asin him lieth, to ſecure a whole Service, and more eſpe- 
cially the Beginning and the Concluſion ; I mean the Con- 
feſſion and Abſolution, together with the Final Prayersand 
BenediCtion, whicha multitude of People, through their 
florhful negligence in repairing to, and profane haſte in 
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departing from, the Temple, ſeldom enjoy all the Year 
long, thereby loſing the chief ends of their coming ; and 
fack People too, oftentimes, ( their own Conſciences can 
bear me Witneſs) who are very loth to be Herdedamong 
Non-Conformiſts. | + oo ang 
Thirdly, It- is: of anqueſtionable Obligation, thar. all 
Perſons, of every Sex, ſhould joyn, not only with Heart, 
but Voice, at all the appointed partsof the Service belong- 
ing to the People, and: ſtudy the Order and Rules of the 
Book, (to which. it is-a horrid ſhame and fin for any to be 
a ſtranger ). ſo, as to be-by no means ignorant of what is 
Incumbent on- them 3 making it their Buſineſs, or atleaſt 
their Divertiſement, at home in their Houſes ( eſpecially 
when God hath bleſſed them with a Harmonious Voice 
to-qualific themſelves for 'the performance of their Duties 
' in, Publick, Imean, cuaty; the Euchariſtical parts of 
rhe Office,. which are the ſpecial, parts of God's Publick 
Service, and which truly make it the Sacrifice of Praiſe, the 
beſt Fruitof our Lips, and part of our Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
which weare to offer up to God continually all the days of 
our Lives, by and through Chriſt our High Prieſt, now 
entred into the Heavens, 'piving Thanks urito his Name; 
-Fourthly, It is-every Perſons Duty, that hath no Infir- 
mity. of body, to obſerve punQgally all thoſe Decent and: 
Reverend Poſtures and Geſtures, which are Commanded 
by Authority, and ſo firictly required at all Times, and.in. 
all Places, ( even-where External Reverence and high So- 
kmnity are more diſpenſable than in the Quire of a Ca- 
thedral ) that whoſoever ſhall. dare to negle& them in this: 
folemn Place, I dare pronounce him a man of more than. 
ordinary. Aſſurance and Profaneneſs. And this Aﬀront 
done to God,and his Worſhip,is moſt unpardonablein thoſe, 
thathave no Pleas againſt.our Liturgy, from an Erroneous 
ar Scrupulous Conſcience.. : 
_ Eitthly;. To pay: the Honour due' to-God's Houſe and 
| S&rvice,. 
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| Service, by reſorting to it for all thoſe Church Offices that 
are commanded to be performed publickly in the Congrega- | 
tion, and never moVing, nor preſſing the Prieſt to bring 
that into the Church, which. by the very Nature of the 
the Thing, as well as Ocder of the Book, » Sick 

* is abſolutely confined to the Chamber. SE. 
» Sixrhly, To obſerve all thoſe Holy Days, Times, and 
Seaſons, which are;. by Lawtul Authority, ſet apart and 
Dedicated to God's Service and Worſhip in ſuch devout 
manner as the Church requires, and good Conſcience ob. 
ligeth, all pious Chriſtians ; making it often Matter. of. ſe- 
rious Thought and Conſideration, ſo'as to mannage and 
order the Buſineſs and Afﬀairs of our. Lives and Callings 
that they may not Intertere, and Claſh with our more Ime- 
diate Duty, and Homage to God, which is of greater and 
higher Obligation ; and Hos. þ want of Religious Fore- 
ſight, tomultiply neceſſities of our own making, and then 
to plead them as a ſufficient Exemption from doing our 
Duty to God ; and think them ſufficient Motives to tempt 
us to rob God both of his Time and Service; I mean our 
Holy. Feſtivals, and proper Offices- on them, which is a 
certain piece of Sacriledge and.of an higher nature than 
what we ſometimes term ſo, not unworthy the conſidera. 
tion of thoſe who paſs for, and- pretend to be great friends. 
to both, but. give ſmall Evidence thereof by their due reſpect 
to either, | : 

- Seventhly, Remembring that Religion, and our Church, . 
enjoyns Faſting as well as Feaſting, and allows Days and” 
Seaſons for the Exerciſe.of Repentance as well as Spiritual 
Joy, it-concerns us rightly to imploy and improve them for. 
the Neceſſities of our own Souls, as well as the Example of. 
others, ſacrificing ſometimes our- own: Reputations, to re. 
vive ſuch. wiſe and Godly Inltitutions (if. we cannot do it. 
at a cheaper Rate) ſince the contempt of them, ( eſpecially. 


among pretended Friends, thoſe that ſhould have ſu Pporcger 
p | rag: 
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the Honour of them ) hath. proved fadly to the decay of 
true Piety and Deyotion ; for the reſtoring whereot there 
are no more probable means, I am apt to believe, than the 
Reſtauration of the Primitive uſe of them. 
Laſtly, ( And which comes neareſt to the Point that I 
have chiefly preſſed -in my Application ) duly to frequent 
the holy Sacrament, that Celeſtial Feaſt and Banquer, ax 


the Table of the Lord, where it is moſt Juſt and Con- | 


pruous, { here in this Church ) that there ſhould be higher 
Feſtivity than elſewhere, fince our Local Statutes oblige 
us to extraordinary Feaſting at our own. And thoſe who 
repard not the frequent ſpiritual Calls they have from God's 
Church and Miniſters to the one, more than the Lay-Invi- 
tations they have to the other, diſcoyer leſs Conſcience 
than Civility. , 

It is, I humbly conceive, without all Objection, that 
| there is ſcarce a Church in Eng/and, that may more juſtl 
expett, than the Church of Durham, a Communion Table 
well furniſhed with Gueſts and deyout People, crouding 
up to the Horns of the Altar, in as great Numbers on our 
conſtant ordinary Communion Days ( which are too often 
Thin even to ſcandal ) as we uſually haye on our high and 
greateſt Feſtivals ; which very badly deſerve the Name, 
when they haye not the Celebration of the Euchariſt on 
them ; and are, in ſome ſort, turned into Faſting days, 
when there is greatFeaſting at our own Tables, and none 
at the Lord's. A Meditation I am ſure no ways improper 
for this Place and Country, which is fo great a Pretender 
to, and which doth fo much ſurpaſs other parts of the Na- 
tion in Hoſpitality. 

And here having preſented you with a brief Scheme of 
that Conformity, which the Church expe&s from all her 
Children, give me leave to add that a bare outward Refpe& 
and Regularity cannot denominate us true Conformiſts. 
He that 1s not a ſincere Chriſtian, s not a right Conformiſt, 
A _.and 
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and however he may chance to Eyade the Penalties of the- 
Law,yet can no ways approve himſelf to God, "The whol- 
ſom Rules and Orders of our Church are wiſely contrived, 
for the Promotion of Godlinels and Piety.in the Souls of 
men ; And he that doth Conſcientiouſly uſe and obey them, 
will quickly find the truth of what I fay by experience. 
Every Chriſtian that doth faithfully and deyoutly labour 
to put his Soul into a right Frame to recite his part of. 
the Publick Prayers, in a ſpiritual manner, and with Un- 
derſtanding, ſhall never fail to profit his own Soul, and. 
pleaſe God. And whoſoever doth heartily ſtrive to do- 
this daily in a better manner (and certainly it is all our 
Duties fo to do, and we cannot more profitably dire& and 
imploy our Private Devotions than to this end and purpoſe ) 
ſhall not fail to improve himſelf in Virtue and Devotion... 
and grow in Grace and Chriſtian knowledge, till, from a: 
very Babe, he become a ſtrong and perfe&t man in Chriſt 
Jeſus; eſpecially if he keeps pace with the Church in that 
high reſpe& which ſhe pays. to the holy Euchariſt, and 
bleſſed Memorial of Chriſts Death and Paſſion : which as- 
it is, and eyer hath been, eſteemed in the Church of God, 
the very top of our Chriſtian Services ; ſo itis, rightly uſed,. 
Equivalent to them all, and will prove to all humble, well- 
meaning Souls, that approach thereunto with a Habit of- 
ſincere Devotion (though by unavoidable Incumbrances. 
and Impediments deprived of much time to be ſpent ins 
Actual Preparation ) more Efficacious than: all other Per- 
formances. lh, 
How great ſtreſs the Church lays en the-conſtant uſe of 
a Liturgy,and the offering up to God Forms: of Prayers and- 
Praiſe, ſtamp'd with Authority, every Morning and Even-. 
ing in Publick, is ſufficiently evident from her own Injun- 
tions; and how much preater ſtreſs ſhe lays upon the- 
offering up unto God, a Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, in. the Sacrament of his Body and: Bloud ef the: 
Mar: 
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Altar ( which ought to be eſteemed by us equal to a whole 
weeks other Services) appears by her great Zeal for the 
Communion, in the Reformation, when ſhe rejected the 
Superſtitions, crept into the Roman 

* Rubr. for daily Mifſal, injoyning as great Frequency 

| - any Church in Reformed * Chriſten- 
Om. | 
And how grear fin, both of our Forcfathers, as well as 
our ſelves, may be charged on us, for deſerting God's Al- 
tar; and how great Vengeance may hang over our Heads, 
and the'Heads of ourPoſterity, for ſuch Profane and Con- 
temptuous trifling with God, and our Souls, ( as hath been, 
and iscuſtomary in moſt Aſſemblies of our Nation, and in 
none, T fear, more than in theſe, relating to this City, on 
this Account, ) I leave to God, and your own Conſciences 
tojudpe; Beſeeching him that by a ſeaſonable ſhunning of 
the Sin, you may ettetually avoid the Puniſhment. Now 
t0 God the Father, &c. BE 


Soli Dev Gloria 
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ADVICE 


Strict Conformity and frequent Celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion, &&c. 


Reverend Brethren, 


BOM INGCE the moſt Reverend PRIMATE of 
ANRSJ9 all Eng/and hath ar this time judged it expe- 
BID)! by dient, to reſtore rhe Bleſſed Euchariſt in his 
SE 2vn Mctropolitical Church, and ſunary other 
a et Cathedrals, ſo far to its due Honour, as to re- 
vive thoſe Rubricks which neceſſarily ſuppoſe a weekly Ce- 
lebration thereof in all Cathedral - - 
Collegiate Churches and -Colle- . And in Cathedral and Col. 
O eglate Churches and Colle- 
ges; * andrhat there is reaſonable jc; where there are many 
ground to hope that other Cathe- Prieſts and Deacons,they ſhall 


. ; all receive the Communion 
drals will ſpeedily follow ſo good {+ pricn every Tuadey 


an Example; I humbly conceive it at the leaſt, except they have 
the Duty of every Arch-Deacon © !<aſonable cauſe to the con- 

EY trary. Rubr. 4. after the ComMur 
and other Ordinaries,that have Ju- jon o fiice 


riſdiCtion, to improve this preſent 

occaſion by ſtirring up all the Clergy, committed to their 
charge, to imitate, as far as in-them lies, an Example fo 
pious and worthy of their high Station, by celebrating the 
Holy Communion more frequently, than of late hath been 
accuſtomed in-Pariſh Churches, even as often as the Cir- 
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Altar ( which ought to be eſteemed by us equal to a whole 
weeks other Services) appears by her great Zeal for the 


Communion, in the Reformation, when ſhe rejected the 


Superſtitions, crept into the Roman 
* Rubr. for daily Mifſal, injoyning as great Frequency 


. Communion. 13, of 5 any Church in Reformed * Chriſten- 


dom. 

And how prear fin, both of our Forcfathers, as well as 
our ſelves, may be charged on us, for deferting God's Al- 
tar; and how great Vengeance may hang over our Heads, 
and the'Headsof our Poſterity, for ſuch Profane and Con- 
temptuous trifling with God, and our Souls, ( as hath been, 
and is cuſtomary in moſt Aſſemblies of our Nation, and in 
none, T fear, more than in theſe, relating to this City, on 
this Account, ) I leave to God, and your own Conſciences 
to judge ; Befeeching him that by a ſeaſonable __ 


the Sin, you may etteC&tually avoid the Puniſhment. Now 
t0 God the Father, &c. FY 
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ADVICE 


Strict Conformity and frequent Celebra- 
_ t1on of the Holy Communion, &&c. = 


Reverend Brethren, 
SPHCEDINGCE the moſt Reverend PRIMATE of 


CONESDY all Eg/and hath art this time judged it expe- 
(& N? > dient, to reſtore the Bleſſed Euchariſt in his 
SZ 21 Mctropolitical Church, and fundry-other 
OAT Cathedrals, fo far to its due Honour, as to re- 
vive thoſe Rubricks which neceſſarily ſuppoſe a weekly Ce- 


lebration thereof in all Cathedral - 


Collegiate Churches and Colle- * And in Cathedral and Col. 
O | , legiate Churches and Colle- 

ges; * andthat there is reaſonable |; where there are many 
ground to hope that other Cathe- Priefls and rung more? Ana 
- . all recelive tne COMmMmunion 

drals will ſpeedily follow ſo good {1 the Prieſt every Sunday 
an Example; I humbly conceive it ar the leaſt, except they have 


| ; a reaſonable cauſe to the con- 
the Duty of every Arch-Deacon gy = pgs Spybot 


and other Ordinaries,that have Ju- jon 0ffce. 


riſdiCtion, to improve this preſent 

occaſion by ſtirring up all the Clergy, committed ro their 
charge, to imitate, as far as in-them lies, an Example ſo 
pious and worthy of their high Station, by celebrating the 
Holy Communion more frequently, than of late hath been 
accuſtomed in-Pariſh Churches, even as often as the Cir- 


B cum- 
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cumſtanees of their People and Cures do require and will: 
bear; it being the Duty of every Parſon ot a Pariſh, to- 
quicken his Flock, to repair more frequently and with more 
zeal to God's Altar, ſince God's. Providence, and the care. 
and. wiſdom of our Governours, do now at an extraordi- 
nary conjunCture of Afﬀeairs invite them thereto ; when not 
enely the Church of Evg/and,but other Reformed Churches, . 
nay all the Chriſtian Churches in the World, call for ſo- 
lemn Devotions, Prayers and Praiſes to God. 

Accordingly, I do very gladly embrace this happy oc- 
eaſion to invite you, my Brethren, to put your helping 
hand to this pious work of Reforming the unaccountabie- 
' neglect of the bleſſed Sacrament, the moſt neceilary and af- 

fured means. of Grace and Edification, which. has by the. 
Indevotion of the Age too far prevailed , ( whereof our 
Governours now ſeem very ſenſible) not onely'in Paro- 
chial Churches, but even in Cathedrals themſelves, to the: 
great ſcandal of our Religion and detriment of Mens Souls. 
Craving therefore the liberty to remind you, that as God. 
hath puririnto the Hearts of our Reverend Prelates,to re&i- 
fy this great abuſe in ſundry Cathedrals, fo it ſeems to be- 
in a particular manner the Duty of the Clergy of our Dio- 
ceſe, to lead on others within the Province by their good. 
Examples, in this great piece of Piety and Devotion; ſince: 
we did by the zeal, care and vigilance.of our deceaſed Pre- 
late, ſooner than other Dioceſes, arrive to-a. high pitch of. 
Conformity and more exaCt obſervation of the Laws and 
Rules of our Church, eſtabliſhed by Authority, and expref. 
ſed in our Common-prayer Book ( I may fay it without 
Injury to others ) than. any. ather part of England. 

In this Order, eſtabliſhed among. us by Biſhop Coſins, 
we have been encouraged to continue by our preſent Dio- 
celan, in his publick Diſcourſes to the Clergy, in his pri- 
mary and later Viſitations, and more particularly in his 
laſt Diſcourſe which he made to the Clergy in the Church 
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of St. Oſwalds in Auguſt 1683. when he adviſed all Mini. 
ſers to take heed, how they governed themſelves by their 
own Fancies'in the Execution of their Office, rather than 
the Rule of their Book: And I hope, you will all do-me 
that Juſtice, as to ackowledg, that 1 have always cndea- 
voured, ever ſince I did relate to the Arch-deaconry of Dur- 
ham, which is ſomewhat more than twenty years, faithtully 
(though weakly ) according to my bounden Duty, to ſee 
the InjunCtions of both theſe my Lords the Biſhops put in 
Execution, without allowing any Liberty to any of the 
Clergy, to vary from the clear Rules of the Church, 
whereto they have given their aſſent and conſent ; and that 
among other matters, I have not failed to-uſe ſome honeſt 
zeal, to move you to the frequent celebration of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, the main end both of our Ser-. 
vices and Sermons deſiring that it ſhould be adminiſtred 
in every Church, ſo frequently, that all Perſons might have 
an opportunity to participate ſo often, at leaſt, as the Law 
requires under Penalty, which is thrice in the year. But 
ſundry of the Clergy, notwithſtanding mine, and more 
powerful Arguments, in ſeveral Epiſcopal Viſitations, ha- 
Ving not been preyailed on to adminiſter the very Sacra- 
ment it ſelf oftner than fo ( which renders it impoſſible for 
a conſiderable part of the People to comply with that im- 
portant Obligation) I could not fatisfie my Conſcience to 
ler ſlip this very fit occaſion of preſſing them to the per- 
formance of their Duty in this particular, that tho* through 
the profaneneſs of the Age, the number of Gueſts may 
chance to be very few at the Lord's Table, yet that there 
might not lie ſo much Guilt at-the Clergies door, as not 
to furniſh the Table, and give the People frequent Invita- 
tions thereto, nor more Guilt at the door of the Arch-dea- 
con, in ceaſing to preſs them to a Duty of fo great mo- 
ment as the frequent and Reyerend Adminiſtration of the 
Holy Sacrament, I have judged meetat this time, thus to 
apply my ſelf unto you. B2 The 
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The ſerious conſideration of ſuch a Duty,now incumbent 
upon me, did firſt put into my Thoughts the publication of - 
the foregoing Sermon, the concluſive and Applicatory Parr. 
being an Exhortation-to that Duty, which not onely your: 
unworthy Arch-deacon, but onr Superiours at the Helm, 
call you unro, hoping chat it may by God's Bleſling give. 
you ſome occafton to conſider the greatneſs of the Sin of 
this Age, in the contempt of this moſt holy Inſtitution: of 
eur bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and the fitneſs of this preſent 
Conjund&ture for all us of the Clergy, to return to the diſ- 
charge of this moſt eſſential part of our Miniſterial Fun- 
&tion, which hitherto-we have to our ſhame and fin too. 
generally negle&ed. It is now a matter of Prudence as well 
as Piery to remove ſo-great a ſcandal, ſince this Return 
ro our Duty begins regularly, and is the reſult of the 
wiſe and godly Counſels of our Governours; The chief 
Metropolitical Church by its Example inviting all Cathe- 
drals to Celebrate the Euchariſt, according to the Rubrick, 
every Lord's Day at leaſt. | 
- Conran, The Exampleof Cathedrals begins already. 
6zford, Ely, God be args to encourage this good work. 
woreſters.. of Piety for _the-encreaſe of Devotion, where- 
Chicheſter, in they ſeem decently to admoniſh. the Paro- 
Gloxcefier&&. chial Churches to a proportionable frequency ; 
That as the Mother Churches advance- on towards the 
Primitive praCtice of a daily celebration of the Sacred Me- 
morials of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion, ſo may they as ob- 
{£quious Children, - advance as far as is practicable, and: 
morally poſſible for them, towards a weekly Communion, 
by celebrating the Holy Sacrament ar leaſt Monthly, in all 
conſiderable Towns and-populous Villages. For even adaily 
celebration of the Sacrament was retained by the Apoſtolic 
zeal of our Bleſſed Reformers, and required not onely in, 
Cathedrals,but in-themoſt conſiderable Parochial Churches. 
alſo... Therefore give me leave to recommend a monthly. 
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Celebration in populous Towns and Villages, as a Duty 
not onely very pious and reaſonable, but even neceſlary ; 
that every one may have an opportunity to communicate 
ſo often, as the Law requires, that is, at leaſt three times 
every year, whereof Eaſter is ſtill to be one. For it is 
unjuſtifiable in any Miniſter, not to allow. his Pariſhioners 
opportunity, to avoid the ſin -of Breaking, as well as in- 
curring the penalty of the Law. Yet this cannot eafily 
be done in great Pariſhes and Towns, without a monthly 
Communion. As for Example, Suppoſe but {ix hundred 
Communicants in a Pariſh ( and you know that we have 
a great many Pariſhes that have double that number) and 
bur one Miniſter upon the. place to ſerve the Cure, it we 
ſhould allow fifty for each cclebration, a Monthly Sacra- 
ment is neceſſary to pive all the ſix hundred an opportu- 
nity to receive once, with any tolerable convenience, and 
a Communion every Fortnight ( z.e. four and twenty Com- 
munions) to give them an. opportunity to receive twice, 
and three Communions in a Month, z. e. fix and thirty 
Communions in the year,. to afford them an opportunity 
to receive thrice; and four Communions in the Month, 
that is, a weekly Communion or forty cight-. Communi- 
ons in the year, at leaſt to. receive four. times.cach ; and 
to have opportunity to receive .leſs than four times, no 
good Chriſtian ought to be. in any manner ſatisfied. For 
eveg the Reformed Churches beyond Sea, whoſe Diſtreſs 
we commiſerate, and whoſe DeteCts. we pity,. come not 
lower than this; though in many places they are forced 
to go ten, a dozen, and ſometimes. more Miles to enjoy 
that Benefit. So.that you ſee,. if we ſhould conſult the con- 
veniences of a populous Pariſh, whoſe number ofCommuni- 
cants exceed not fix hundred, a Weekly Communion is-not: 
more than neceſſary; and granting this, which is demon. 
ſtrable, a Monthly Communion is the leaſt, which can be 
diſpenſed withal.in any Pariſh in the former circumſtances, 
| | 1 q.3 
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in the reſpe& of the People. But more than that is requi- 
.red, if we regard the Miniſters due performance of his 
Office: for where there are 600 Communicants and but 
-a Monthly Communion, to give them an opportunity to 
receive every one four times a year, there is a neceſlity to 
diſtribute the ſame to two hundred Communicants at once, 
each Diſtribution; which-is as much, as ir is poſlible for 
any one Miniſter to undergo, and much more than any 
"Miniſter can undertake, unleſs he be of a very firong and 


_ healthy - conſtitution. Beſides that, where a Miniſter reads - 


all the Prayers according to the Rabrick (as he is obliged to 
do, by all the Authority God hath committed to either 
the Church or State, and by his own Solemn Proteſtation ) 
.and preaches alſo, fo large a Communion will lengthen the 
.time beyond meaſure, 
Theſe things conſidered, do render it very expedient to 
have the Bleifed Sacrament ofren adminiſtred on the great 
and ſolemn Feſtivals alſo, as well as once a month, ſince 
Fewer celebrations will be an intolerable burthen ro the 
Miniſter, where people frequent the Holy Sacrament, and 
yet not to afford deyout People ſo many opportunities to 
receive as they may deſire, and are obliged to, 1s to difl- 
charge the Dury of our Miniſtry neither Devoutly nor 
Faithfully. 

- Ir being then abfolutely neceſſary, to ſave people from 
the penalty of the'Law, and commodious for all Pegſons, 
as well as for enabling every Miniſter duly and rightly to 
diſcharge his Office accarding to Law, to have ſuch fre- 
quent Celebrations as1 preſs for, -I hope T ſhall meer with 
no"oppoſition from you, my Brethren, in this honeſt and 
reaſonable motion. 

Since the daily Homage that is offered unto God in 
our Pariſh Churches (a thing I fear more rare in other Dio- 
cefes) hath preached a long time very ſucceſsfully to the 
Nation, and - may have contributed, in all probability, to 
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chat good order, which ſome other places are now ad- 
vancing to; Let us, in the name of God, lead on in thoſe: 
higher Duties of Religion, and endeavour to outſlrip other - 
Juriſdictions, in our Reſpeas to God's Altar,. as we have. 
hitherto in our love to God's Service, and an exact confor- 
mity to the Rules of our Common-prayer Book. This - 
will be an emulation yery laudable and profitable. 

The Church of E:g/and, when ſhe aboliſhed the Maſs in-- 
the Reformation, neither condemned nor rejected the. fre: 
quent celebration of the Holy Communion, tor that would 
have been more a Deformation than a Reformation. The - 
Rubrick of the firſt Book of K. Edward VI. both ſuppo- 
ſeth and ordains even- a- daily. Communion, It ſuppoleth.- 
it in this Rebrick, in the order how to-read the holy Scrip- 
ture, Te muſt note alſo, that the Collect, Epiſtle aud Go- 
ſpel appointed for the Sunday, ſhall ſerve all the Week af- 
ter except there fall ſome Feaſt that hath his propre. Again, 
before the Exhortation to the Communion, 2» Cathedral © 
Churches or other places, where there uw a daily Communi- 
On, it ſhall be ſufficient to read this Exhortation above. 
written once a Month, and in Pariſh Churches upon Week- 
days it may be lift unſaid. See betore the Exhortation to - 
the Communion, &c. 

Thar they ordained a daily Communion, appears by this: 
Rubrick. Alſo, That the Receiving y the Sacrament of the 
bleſſed Body and Blood of Chriſt may be moſt agreeable to: the 
Inſtitution thereof, and to the uſage of the Primitive Church, 
in all Cathedrals and Collegiate Churches, there ſhall always + 
ſome communicate with the Prieſt that miniſtreth: the ſixth - 
Rubrick at the end of the Communion. 

And this was truly primitive indeed ; for St. 4»ſtix faith, 
Per hoc ſacerdos eſt, ipſe Offerens ipſe & Oblatio, cujus rei - 
Sacramentum Quotidianum efſe voluit Ecclefie Sacrificium, 
que cum ipftus wy 49 corpus fit , ſeipſam per ipſum diſcit 
offerre. S. Aug, de Civitat. Dei, Lib. xo. c.20, The = 
of... 
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of theſe Rubricks are yer retained'in our Common-prayer 
Book, and why therreſt were omitted, ſeems to me onely 
tor *brevities ſake, as a thing known; as the after Retor- 
mers did in many other things, to avoid prolixity as near 
as can be judged. | 
_ "Upon the Reſtoration of the King and the Church, af- 
ter ſo deplorable Diſorder in Church and State, when all 
God's publick Worſhip, as well as his Holy Sacraments, 
had. been for many years together thrown quite out of 
Doors, and the holy Sacrament not adminiſtred any way 
for fifteen years together; it wasa great matter to procure 
Gueſts enough at the Lord's Table, to keep up a monthly 
Communion in Cathedrals; which is the Reaſon I ſuppoſe 
why the Govyernours of our Church, aſter they had in the 
Convocation, ſtrengthened the Rubrick concerning Weekly 
Communions, had not put this holy practice generally 
into Execution. But we having now gained that poinr, 
bleſſed be God, and lived to ſee the Monthly Sacraments 
not onely in many Cathedrals very: well, and in all Ca- 
rhedrals reaſonably well frequented, bur alſo in Parifh 
Churches, not only in great Cities and Towns, but even in 
the Country ( whereof God be praifed in this Dioceſe 
we want not ſome Inſtances), we of the Clergy ought to 
proceed farther towards' a right and due adminiſtration 
of the holy Sacrament, uſing our utmoſt diligence in the 
adminiſtration- thereof in our Churches, and utmoſt zeal 
in quickning of people to repair to it with due Reverence 
and frequency, not doubting bur that in a ſhort rime, by 
God's bleſſing,we ſhall ſee the Lord's Table as well furniſhed. 
once a Month in Country Parithes, as it hath been of'late 
even in ſome Cathedrals, and Weekly Sacraments1n them 
ere long, as well frequented as Monthly have been for the 
time paſt. For theſe means of Grace being of Chriſt's own 
[ſticution, muſt be acknowledged rhe moſt effeftual ro 
gviye Deyotion and enereaſe -Religion in a profane Age. 
And 
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And conſequently the frequent and Reverend Adminiſtra- 
tion of the holy Sacrament, and the peoples right uſe of 
the ſame, being the moſt probable courſe that can be taken 
in order to the falyation of their Souls, it becomes the 
duty of every faithful Prieſt zealouſly to embrace this blet- 
ſed opportunity to concur with the will of their Superi- 
ours, for the enjoyment of more frequent opportunities, 
As the decay of true deyotion and Divine Charity in the 
World did firſt occaſion among Prieſts, this deplorable neg- 
ligence ( whereof there is great ground of complaint ;) ſo 
the inexcuſable neglect of Adminiſtring the holy Euchariſt, 
hath ſadly encreaſed Indeyotion and uncharitableneſs a- 
mong Men. If we then do heartily and ſincerely deſire the 
Revival of Chriſtian Piety and brotherly Love, let us be- 
take our ſelves to the right uſe of thoſe admirable means 
that our dear Lord and Saviour inſtituted, to the very end 
and purpoſe to bepet and encreaſe thoſe and all other ne- 
ceſſary Graces in Mens Souls. | 
Whether we conſider the preſent circumſtances of our 
own Church and Kingdom, or the publick ſtate of Chri- 
ſtendom, we have at this time an eſpecial Call to the Du- 
ties of the Altar. We have here in this Nation of late re- 
ceived ſome never to. be forgotten Mercies at the hands 
of our Heavenly Father, nay God hath extended his Love 
alſo this year paſt, in an extraordinary manner, to all -- 
Chriſtendom, in preſerving the Chriſtian Army apainſt the 
Infidels; and ſome very remarkable returns of Gratitude 
to Almighty God, are incumbent upon all that profeſs 
Chriſtianity. For God having removed in a good meaſure 
our Fears at home, and defeated in a ſignal manner our 
common Enemy abroad, gratulatory Sacrifices were never 
more ſcafonable. Such Fupendionn Mercies as we have 
been partakers of, deſerve more than one ſingle day of 
Thankſgiving ; and. the moſt acceptable returns of Thanks 
that we can poſſibly make to our gracious God, w 4 
« taoje 
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thoſe praiſes that are from Reformed Lives, ſincere Hearts 
and mortified Souls, deyoutly offered to him at his Altar. 
* Gratitude is the moſt eſlential Grace to a good Commu- 

nicant, and doth denominate the Euchariſt. "The beſt 
ſtanding Monument then of our thanks unto God, will be 
our vigorous endeavours to reſtore this bleſſed Sacrament 
to its due Reyerence and eſteem, being to us the commuy- 
nication of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, This ſeems to- 
be the ſence of the Fathers of our Church in chuſing this 
critical Minute, to reſtore the holy Euchariſt to a Weekly 
Celebration in Cathedrals, to their high honour and praiſe 
and the great comfort of truly devout Souls. 

We have had more than ſufficient experience both in 
Church and State, of the diſmal effects of- Irregulari- 
- ty in God's publick Worſhip, and there is little ground 

of hopes, that we ſhall ever be delivered from the conta- 
gion of Conventicles, as long as the example of our own 
Pcople, and too often God knows our own Clergy, ſpawn 
new Nonconformiſts ; z. e. while they are but halt Confor- 
miſts themſelves, rhey give wrong meaſures to difaffe&t- 
ed or indifferently affte&ted people, and inſinuate into them 
very wrong Notions of Conformity, ſo that much more ex- 
a&tneſs of obedience to- the Laws of the Church, both in 
Pricſt and People, muſt be concluded abolutely neceſſary 
towards our ſettlement, 

And therefore all Prieſts would do well to remember 
that their publick. aſſent and conſent to their Common- 
prayer Book, the ſubſcription of. the-3d. Article in-the 36. 
Canon, and the ſcaling with their Saviours Blood at their 
Ocdination all their holy Vows and Reſolutions, to pra- 
Riſe ſuch diligence in their Office and holineſs of Life, as 
is incumbent upon a good Prieſt, do render thoſe that 
have not made it their ſerious endeavours to obſerye their 
Rule of Conformity, grounded on the Law of God, eſta- 
bliſhed. by the. Authority of the Church and State, and 
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confirmed by their own Acts and Deeds, highly ovilty 
both before God and Man. 

In the next place, Lay-people alſo would do well to con- 
ſider that they have publick Obligations ro oblcrye their 
Common-prayer Book , ( when they are in the - publick 
Aſſembly ) as far as it concerns them, as is ſhewn in the 
concluſion of the Sermon. To which Law there mult 
be better regard had than there hath been, or we are like 
ro continue in very tottering circumſtances. 

' Bur all the noiſe that hath been, or can be made by 
Clergy or Laity about -Conformity, will fignifie nothing, 
but aggravate -mens guilt, it both are not really Contor- 
miſts, which no Man can be, who is a contemner of the 
holy Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. Our reſpeCt there- 
to 1s-the beſt Argument that we can give, either of our 
Conformity-or Chriſtianity. And truly thoſe that pay no 
more tegard tothe Sacrament than they are driven to by 
the very-penalty-of the Law, give very bad proof of their 
ſincerity in either. The righr and due Adminiſtration of 
the holy: Communion of our Saviour's Body and Blood-is 
equal to-all-our Services, and therefore the'exaCteſt -Con- 
{ormity -without the due reception of -the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment makes a-perſon-[but halt a Conformiſt, 'nay indeed 
| but half a Chriſtian, And it is'matter of greateſt won- 
der, that {uch multitudes who live in, the conſtant neg- 
let of thoſe ſacred Myſteries and pledges of ' Chriſt's Love, 
(ſoasnot to receive once a-year) can imagine. themſelves 
either. *- They are -indeed ſo far from giving undeniable 
proofs/tharthey are true Conformiſts,thar they give:node- 
monſtration that they are not-Papilſts, nay-very Hearhens. 

 The'Nation, blefſed be God, begins to be ſomewhat ſen- 
{ible hereof/as we-may judge by thoſe advances that'have 
been -lately made towards good order and regularity even 
among the people of Loudon, who, if they' go on as they 
have done for theſe two years laſt paſt, they may by their 
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ood make ſome amends for the evil Example that they 
Fare given to the Nation, and contribute to the cure of 
choſe Wounds which ſo bad a Preſident hath given to Con- 
formity. To compleat then that excellent Rule of Con: 
formity, which the Church of England aims at, there: is 
' an abſolute neceſſity to reſtore theſe ſacred Pledges and 

higheſt aſſurance ot our eternal Salvation, to their juſt 
honour and uſe, by frequent celebration; the want where- 
of harh cauſed them to fall under a moſt grievous neglect, 
if not heinous contempt, even among the generality. of 
reformed Chriſtians ; a great part of them. going no'far- 
ther than juſt co ſarisfie the Law, not good Conſcience; and 
many who yet pretend much zeal for our Church, not 
far enough to fatisfie either. 

To ſet about ſo excellent and Chriſtiana Work, beſides 
the Call at this time from our Superiours, we have mote 
Arguments to- encourage than diſcourage us., For Firſt, 
There do appear, bleſſed be God, ſome better tokens both 
of Religion and Loyalty, than for ſome years paſt among 
the people of the Nation. Men ſeem better than hereto- 
fore diſpoſed towards good order in general, and begin to 
be awaked into ſome ſenſe of their Duty to God and 
the King, nay, into ſome real feeling, it is to be hoped, 
that it is their Intereſt to ſtick cloſe to the eſtabliſhed Re: ' 
ligion and Prerogative of their Sovereign, rather than to 
conſume all their zeal in a needleſs concern for the Liber- 
ty and Property of the Subject, in leſs danger than any 
where in the World, Moſt People ſeem now very well 
convinced of the neceſſity of the execution of the Law, 
and in particular of the AC of Uniformity 3 the ſcanda- 
lous negle&t of which upon Examination may be found 
one ſpecial cauſe of the diſorders both in Church and 
State, And very conſiderable ſteps have been made in 
ſundry places of the Nation towards a: better ſettlement. 
Our. gracious Sovereign hath for his own part, done even 
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Wonders in new modelling the Capital City of the Nation, 
wherein God's Providence hath evidently appeared in bleſ- 
ſing His Majeſty,in the dexterous manage- 

ment of Affairs, by. reducing that ungo- * Of 26 Aldermen, 


there were 18 who 
vernable body to ſo conſiderable degree Jatjaued firm 


of Obedience; * A famous Lord Mayor the King's Intereſt, 
and ſundry Loyal and faithtul Members 

of that Body ( tor whom the whole Nation hath great reaſon 
to bleſs God) have alſo done rheir parts worthily, in with- 
ſtanding the Rabble, who it were ( and not the City of 
Londen ) that did fo furiouſly bend themſelves, under a 
ſpecious ſhew of Religion, to deſtroy the Government. 
And it is well known that ſome faithful and painful Di- 
vines, have done great things beyond expeCtation -upon 
this account, with very conſiderable ſucceſs even in tlie 
City of London, which one would: have believed in ſuch 
a depree tainted, that it had been ſcarce poſſible to have 
reduced any Congregation to lialf rhat order and decency, 
which is by the mercy of God viſible in many. And Te 
have Inſtances, God be praiſed, of the like nature, not only 
in our City of Londen, but in other ye of the Nation. 
Deyout People alſo in ſeveral places, have made Addreſſes 
ro the Clergy to enjoy more frequency of Communions. 
What remains then , but that we of the Clergy, ſhould 
faithfully and vigorouſly do our, parts in our reſpeQive 
Stations towards the reſtoring decayed Piety, by the di- 
ligent and reverend uſe of the moſt effeCtual and infallible 
means.to produce ſo deſirable an end, which are thoſe of 
Chriſt's own Inſtitution, namely the faithful and religious 
Feeding at his Table, eating his Body and drinking his 
Bloud. Thus pionſly commemorating the pretious Death . 
of our dear Lord until his coming again. And theſe things | 
conſidered, it is more eafle for all Prieſts, for us eſpecially; 
to ſet about the faithful diſcharge of their Duty, than it 


hath been for many years paſt. Gpd hath _— the 
age .. 
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Rage And Craft of the Enemies that would undermine us, 
as well as thoſe that would devour us. We have in ſome 
manner regained { God make us fehfible and thankful) our 
loſt pronad; ind are:or may be, it we/pleale, in circum- 
ſtances to do the-ſame'things that were unhappily flip'd, in 
- practice, though 'enjoyhed:ar'the Reſtoration. Clergymnen 
may now more plauſibly 'ſet upoh 'the. performance of 
thoſe Duties, - which they have long, lived. in the negle& 
of; hay, theyican with no more ſafety of Reputation, than 
+ ...- ©... of Conſcience, liveany,longeriin; the Omiſli- 
*Mr,Seamour. on of them. For the very *:Laicks of our 
Mr. Lamb. © : Cotnmunion 5do: not 'ohely invite us, by 
Mr. Allen. their Examples, to more exaCt conformity, 
| | but very /powertully ;preſs-us thereto by 
their Writings , who with-divers eminent Writers . con- 
vince'the Miniſters-as. well-as People-of the wrong Notiohs 
they have received concerning Conformity, and conflancy 
of communicating ;- for which'heneſt zeal they deſerve 
nffich praiſe. In. which "Chriſtian Attempt we 'of this 
Dioceſe, have leſs reaſon than others to be remiſs. The 
Biſhoprick of Durban hath beenſtiled long'i{ince Zerra acer 
dotum, and ever-ſince the happy Return of-eur Sovereign, * 
it hath been ' more [famous than other parts for Contor- 
mity ; ahd very juſtly : 'for though. there happen to. be 
ſome Omiſlions, even to ſcandal, which an honeſt Viſitor 
can'tio Way approve of -( and which: I neverdid, nor ieves 
ſhall ) yer in reſpe&tof moſt Dioceſes of England, we: have 
long led'the Van; and-ourſtripd them in good arder ;and 
regularity of /publick Worſhip 3- to wit, in a-more. exa&t 
obſervation of our 'Rabrick, in daily Prayers and eonſtant 
Catcchiſing ; 'nay, in ſome:Country-Pariſh Churches have 
enjoyed monthly Communions,: celebrated by: tuller num- 
bers than'perhaps'in fome-grear Cities ; \I might add, and 
ſpeak what'T' know, than.in ſome Cathedrals. It: is mas: 
nifeſt therefore, [that the time requires an exa&t Confor. 
mity 
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miry to the Rule of God's publick Worſhip , being thus 
quickened by the Government, and chief Governours of 
Church and State, by the pious-Laity as well as Clergy, 

by both our Friends and Enemies © 
Theſe and other Encouragements which we haye, God 
be thanked, to provoke us to attempt a higher pitch of 
ood Order and Conformity, than has eyer yet obtained 
ince the Reſtoration, ought to ballance' all; the diſcou- 
ragements we. can poſſibly have to the contrary; and 
ſhould create in us rather a hearty concern tor our own 
excellent Religion eſtabliſhed, than an exceſſive averſion 
to other Mens. We have talked, Preached -and - written 
ſufficiently, fometimes more than enough,againſt Fanaticiſm, 
and yet all the while have lived in fo conftant a Breach, 
and contempt of clear Laws of great importance, and ea- 
ſily praCticable, that the Nonconformity of the Clergy 
hath a ſecond time been like to prove our ruin. And fo 
on the other ſide, while many have. been entlamed with 
a mighty prepoſterous zeal againſt Popery, they-have for 
been concerned for the moſt truly, and beſt Reformed Re- 
ligion in the World ; yea among our {elves (for the laſt 
is the fin of our Adverſaries ) for: theſe bundred-yearspaſt, 
we have ſhewn much more Indignation againſt the corru- 
ptions-of the Mats, than hearry: love to the Communion, 
the contempt of which holy Inſtitution of Chriſt, ſeems to 
be the moſt viſible Flaw of Profeſſors in Reformed Chriſten- 
dom:; which is the moſt unaccountable partof the prattice of 
the Churchof Exg/and Men, and the weakeſt place that we 
have to defend-( if weare attacked) againſt our Adverſaries. 
It wetherefore would ever do any extraordinagy thing 
on this account” (-and ſomerhing more than ordinary God 
certainly expects from us). this ſeems theme. All things 
thus happily concurring, to promote this excellent work 
of 'Picty, -it may-in all probability ' by God's bleſſing more - 
contribute to the reviving true Chriſtian Charity and De- 
YOUON-.: 
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votion, than all the endeavours from the Pulpit, or Preſs 
ſince the-Reformartion. . GS | 
- The Fruits 4nd Advantages of the good Order, which 
we above other places enjoy, appeared ſufficiently to move 
others to defire and endeavour after the ſame, during our 
late combuſtions. For we all know, that while Sedirious 
and evil. Men- by tumultuous Petitions, Ignoramus Ju- 
ries, faQtious Cabals, and rebellious Aſſociations , were 
labouring to undermine both the Crown and the Mitre, 
and had diſcovered their miſchievous Deſigns. by fome bold 
offers towards the ſame, none here in this Country dared 
ſo much as to make any offers towards any thing of ei- 
ther of thoſe Natures; though we cannot deny but that 
we have ſome yery bad Men who want no will to do miſ- 
chief, were they not diſcouraged by more ACtivity inthe 
7» and zeal in the Clergy, than is viſible in other 
aces.. | 1 HTE- | | 
: Theſe undeniable Advantages of Uniformity, ſhould not 
onely encourage others to begin what we have long enjoy- 
ed, bur ſpur us on faithfully ro uſe our utmoſt diligence 
to reQifie thoſe Irregularities, which yet remain, and 
whereof your Orginaries have in their publick Convyen- 
tions'of the Clergy from time to time complained. For 
as comparative Holineſs (2. e., being better than others, 
when we. come ſhort of our Rule of Chriſtianity ) will 
never make us Chriſtians; ſo neither will a comparative 
Conformity ( in being more regular than thoſe that are 
deficient in their Duty ) denominate- us true Conformiſts. 
It is without all diſpute that no Perſon ought to fanſie 
himſelf{a Chriſtian, that lives in the conſtant Omiſſion of 
any one clear Law of Chriſt; neither can any perſon be 
deſervedly ternigd a Conformiſt, that lives in the conſtant 
Omiſſion of any one clear Law of the Rule of his Confor- 
mity, 2. e. his Common-prayer Book; nay, after having 
made a publick Declaration in the Church, in the face of 
God 
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God-arid preſence of a Congrepation, there may be ſome 
queſtion made whether he be an honeſt Man. 

There muſt be an honeſt. hearty endeavour to obey 
Rules and duries of Obligation, impoſed on us by our Su- 
periours, without the liberty of our own prudence, to de. 
nominate us regular and Obedient. He that picks and 
chuſes what is moſt ſuitable to his own humour and ccal- 
eth to practice other matters of equal or higher Obliga- 
rion, is neither. Mens governing themſelves by their pri- 
yate Fancies, rather than by the wiſdom of their Supe- 
riours, is always of pernicious conſequence, bur never ſo 
intolerable , as in reference to God's publick Worſhip ; 
which hath been the reaſon rhat- there hath been ſo great 
care taken by antient Councils and Canons, to reſtrain 
the liberty of Prieſts in their publick Miniſtrations. 
And this certainly was the reaſon that the Church of 
England, in the Reformation, took care to tie Men up 
to a preſcript Rule, leaving no liberty for variation ; bur 
in the Application to a dying Soul, and in the Preface to 
the Office of Churching of Women (which laſt is in our 
preſent Liturgy prefixed ) nay they deſcended fo low as to 
put words.in the Priefts mouth, and not give him the li- 
berty of uſing his own expreſſions before or after a Leſſon, 
Epiſtle, or Goſpel. Not but that the Church well knew, 
that every Perſon who was qualified to diſcharge the Of- 
fice of a Prieſt, did underſtand well enough what to fay 
upon the like occaſions, but that all Men were very apt to 
abuſe the Liberty that was granted them (the moſt con- 
ceited perſons often fancying themſelves the moſt prudent, 
and taking more liberty than others, and that there was 
no ſurer way to prevent Miniſters from expoſing them- 
ſelves and proſtituting God's Worſhip to the wills and hu- 
mours of fanciful Men, than ſetting bounds and limits ; 
which no Man ſhould under penalty exceed. 
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Upon conſideration of theſe and other great. Inconyeni- 
ences, attending the Exerciſe of private Prudence in God's 
publick Servicez the Church of England hath all along, 
down from the Reformation, abridged Miniſters alſo, of the 
liberty of any Addreſſes ro God in a precatory way in a 
Pulpit, before Sermon; ({ and whatever liberty Clergymen 

| Sie have taken, it is certain there was ne- 
= Ro gr "i ©: Ver * any given) enjoyning a certain form 
Puritan JeteFir2 and Of bidding Prayer, by way of Exhorta- 
afeared 3 wrineen BY rjon to the People, very particularly de- 

De YT ſigned to aſtert the King's Title, and by 
a methodical Enumeration of our greateſt Obligations in 
relation to publick Prayer, to prepare us the better to of- 
fer up to God the Lord's Prayer, the beſt and moſt com- 
prehenſive of all Prayers. 
| In order to the prevention of the ill conſequences of 

fuch undue Liberties, whereby this Church hath ſorely 
ſmarted, it will be requiſite to have a right Notion of Pru- 
dence, and to underſtand fully the Power which the Church 
gives Miniſters, in their publick Miniſtrations. 
' Now certainly it can be no Vertue but a fin for any Man, 
much more a Miniſter, to live in the negle& of known 
| Duty.; and that it is the Duty of every Prieſt of the Church 
of England, to diſcharge his Office in the Congregation, 
without the Exaltation of his own private prudence above 
the Churches, is caſie p Wake per. fy 9 ee 
Rep Firſt, There is a preſcribed Rule of God's 
cit SHO publick Worſhip , acccording to Antient 
Mailevit. Can. 12. Canons, Gc. K | 
Secondly, This Rule ( lately reviewed and examined 
EA by a Convocation) upon mature deliberation and great 
. advice had, was confirmed by ACt of Parliament, and 
which allows no Man to take on him any Cure of Soals, 
without qo. publickly his approbation thereof, and 
reſolution to practi 
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Thirdly, As hath been already hinted, Miniſters do 
not onely -promiſe with their Mouths, but under their.. 
Hands, an exa& Conformity, in the ſubſcription of the Ar- 
ticles contained in the 36th. Canon. 

-Fourthly, All Miniſters are by their Promiſes at their 
-Ordination bound to obey their Ordinaries and other 
chief Miniſters godly Admonitions, which renders all Ir- | 
repularities in this Dioceſe more blameable than elſewhere, 
ſince the Clergy here have been all along called upon by 
their Superiours, to come up to ſuch an exa&t Conformity 
as I have ſpoken of. | 

Fifthly, The obſervation of the abuſe of former Liber. 
ty, makes it reaſonable, that Miniſters now ſhould . be 
more ſparing to take any, even in doubttul caſes, without 
the approbation of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, who hath 
Power given him by the Book to determine matters that 
are not clear, but none at all to diſpenſe with the Law. 

Theſe conſiderations making it plain, that a ſtri& ob- 
ſeryance of the yery Letter of the Law of our Common- 
prayer Book, is not onely a Duty incumbent on Miniſters, 
bur a Duty of very high and facred Obligation, there 
can be no place left for private prudence, unleſs where it 
is ſuppoſed and ſpecified. As for Example, In the Office 
of Viſitation of the Sick, and in doubttul caſes, where the 
reſolution of the Biſhop or Arch-Biſhop cannot be pro- 
cured, Secondly, In the manner of performance of his 
Duty more or leſs to Edification, as ts ſome circumſtances, 
whereto the Book does not extend. Thirdly, As to the 
Liberty of choice, which the Book allows of, in point of 
variety of Forms, &c. Fourthly, In all occaſional Ad. 
dreſſes from the Desk ( made after the Nicene Creed, the 
uſual time'of Addreſſes to the people) either voluntary, 
within the compaſs of the Rubrick , or impoſed on Mi- 
niſters, by the King or Ordinary of the place, or elſe at 
any other times of rhe Service , pro Re nat4. Fifthly, - 
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the choice of Texts or Subjects of Sermons from the Pul- 
pity as-well as, in compoſing and managing of them to Edi- 
fication, with diſcreet and pious zeal ; which is a Province 
of fo large an extent, that Miniſters are very unrcaſon- 
able, that deſire farther Liberty of Prudence, and which 
hath been, and is till, ſo notoriouſly abuſed, that there 
ſcems. to be ſome maniteſt neceſſity, for a reſtraint of the 
Liberty of the Pulpit, as well as for the return of Mini- 
{ters to. an exact obſervation of their Rule, ſo as to po pe- 
nerally one way, in the practice of ſuch Orders as are clear 
and expreſs. 

Here in theſe like things, all Miniſters have ſufficient 
opportunity to evidence to the World their prudence ; but 
for Miniſters to pretend to uſe prudence, where it is ab- 
ſolurely forbidden by the Law, is to expoſe the Law-ma- 
kers and themſelves, and being contrary to known Duty, 
is certainly deſperate Imprudence, and a maniteſt contempt 
of the wiſedom of the Church, which hath always judged 
it a dangerous thing, to give Liberty to Miniſters, to 
exerciſe their own prudence over-much in their Eccleſia- 
ſtick Miniſtrations ; and accordingly, hath from time to 
time, more cloſely tied up their hands. And a refle&tion 
on the undue Exerciſe of what Men too often term Pru- 
dence, cauſed a great Ohurch-Man often to ſay, that, What 


was left to the Diſcretion, was left to the Indiſcretion of the 
Miniſter, © = 

It is not of leſs moment for all Divines to have a very 
right apprehenſion of true Moderation, than of Prudence. 
The miſtakes concerning which two excellent Vertues, 
have þcen of fatal conſequence to our Church and King- 
dom. Now this all men may be ſure of, that it can be 
no more true Chriſtian Moderation, for Miniſters to in- 
dulge the Peoples. Sin, than it is prudence in Miniſters. to 
allow themſelves in' the negle& of known Duty ; much. 
teſs to do. both, namely neglet:known Duty, as to them- 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, and indulge known Sin, in reference to their People. 
And it is to be feared thar all choſe Miniſters, who live 
in the conſtant negleC&t of the known Rules of their Com- 
mon-prayer Book, which are very tew, clear and praCti- 
cable, are juſtly liable to a Cenſure of this nature ; or at 
leaſt would do well to ſuſpect themſelves,. fince they do 
not onely run Counter to the Judgment and practice of 
ſome very great Lights of the Church, all down along 
from the Reformation, but diſcern ſo bad a fruit and Iflue 
- of their ſpecious Compliances, that the Dow-baked Parſon, 
as well as the Par-boiled-Juſtice, appears to be without 
Diſpute a great Promoter, if not Author of our Schiſm. 
A notable Inſtance, nay a kind of demonſtration of the 
truth of what I ſay, is this, namely, that here, in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Durham, whete the Clergy have been' more 
than elſewhere abridged in undue Liberties and compli- 
ances, hath appeared conſtantly a better face of unitormi- 
ty and Order than any where elſe in the Nation. And on 
che other ſide, where the greateſt Liberty hath been. ta- 
ken, and moſt compliances uſed, under the colour of Pru- 
dence and Moderation, there Contormity hath always 
more viſibly declined, and Fanaticiſm encreaſed and grown 
to ſuch an incredible height and pitch of Inſolence, that. 
our danger of that, hath been as great as our Fears of Po- 
pery. This nceds no proof, but may very well deſerve 
much ſerious conſideration, AndI do in the name of God, 
and by vertue of my Office, with all Humility and Ear- 
neſtneſ(s, beſeech all you, my Brethren, at prelent within 
my Juriſdiction, with great ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity, to 
ponder and examine what [ have from time to time very 
earneſtly, by word of Mouth, recommended unto you, 
and now again ſeaſonably, in imitation of the zeal of our 
Superiours, repeat unto you in Writing, that whether my 
| honeſt Deſires and InjunCtions are complyed withal, or no, 


I.may give ſome Evidence. to. the World, that I have ol 
| nelty 
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neſtly diſcharged my Conſcience in ſetting before your eyes, 
not only ſome paſt Arguments of Conformity, which have 
been often inſiſted on, but rhe fitneſs of this preſent Con- 
junCture for all of you reſpeCtively, to enflame your Zeal 
and to-compleat Conformity in your Pariſhes, ſince it may 
| more eaſily be done, than many Pariſhes in orher parts of 
England can be brought to that Order, which the moſt 
Irregular place among us, - hath all along enjoyed - ſince 
the Reſtoration. | 
Bur truly till we do in all Pariſhes, come up to ſuch a 
frequent Celebration of the Communion, as the Law-re- 
quires, 7.e. that the Communion may be ſo often Admini- 
{tred, that every perſon may have opportunity to receive 
at leaſt three times a year, we ſhall have no reaſon to be 
over-proud of our Conformity : for ſince the moſt conſli- 
derable -and - ſubſtantial part of God's Worſhip, z. e. the 
Sacrament of his moſt bleſſed Body and Bloud is fo much 
negle&ted, we are-very deficient in the uſe-of the chief 
means of Grace, and ſo very far from true Conformiſts 
(though we ſhould advance on in many other points of 
Order :) which would be much, now, to our Reproach, if 
we ſhould -not, ſince we have very good Example given 
us, lately, not onely. in remote parts of Eng/and, bur in 
our Neighbour Juriſdiction, nay even in ſome Corporati- 
ons ( where we deſpaired of Conformity ) and more par- 
ticularly in the Town of Newcaſtle upon Tine, which we 
cannot deny, ( by the bleſſing of God, a-worthy Vicar and 
good. Officers and Magiſtrates ) is now reduced to as conſi- 
derable a degree of Conformity, as any large Corporation 
( being a Sea-port Town ) in the Nation, there being now 
not any Conventicle on any day, and very- full Churches 
on days of publick Worſhip, as well as ſome competent 
number of People to attend the publick Prayers of the 
Church, every Morning: and Evening on days of work and 
- buſineſs, and is every day making greater. ſteps towards 
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the Uniformity that is aimed at in the Church of England. 
And here before leave the preſent Topick of Diligence in 
the Office of a Prieſt,in the exact obſervation of our Rule, in 
oppoſition to the pretended moderation of the Age, which 
we have forely felr to be in reality great Rigour and Cruel- 
ry, permit me to mind you, that as I never did or co ap- 
rove of the Exaltation of Mens private Prudence above 
the Churches, in 27 direC&tion that is apparent to the un- 
derſtanding, and caſte to be practiſed , (and there are very 
few other to be found in the whole Book ); fo I do deſire 
and adviſe all Miniſters ( provided they themſelves of- 
ficiate according to the order of the Church ) to uſe all 
imaginable Tenderneſs and condeſcention towards diſat- 
feted or deluded People, in labouring with Chriſtian 
Meekneſs to convince and perſuade them, and never 
uſing any ſeverity or compulſion, ill people have render- 
ed themſelves uncxcuſable, by obſtinacy and contempr .of 
paſt Indulgence: for the ſpirit of Meckneſs ſhould always 
precede the Rod, in the godly exerciſe of Diſcipline and 
execution of Law. This is that which we all promiſed to 
do at our firſt admiſſion into the Order of Prieſthood, and 
which is impoſed upon us by the 66th. Canon, namely, 
to make perſonal application to Recuſants, and to la- 
bour to reduce SeCtaries, ( who are now included. in. the 
word Recuſant) by reaſoning with them in private, at their 
Houſes ; which Duty I cannot conceive how any. faithful 
Miniſter can,with good Conſcience,live in ſo conſtant omil- 
ſion of, as I diſcover the generality of the Clergy of rhe 
Juriſdiction do, to the great grief of my mind, increaſe. of 
their own Guilt, and detriment of peoples Souls. . 

But I wonder moſt of all, that Miniſters, who, out of 
tender Regard, as they pretend to the Temper of People, 
dare not officiate according to their Book,for fear of keep- 
ing them from their Churches, or driving them our of 


chem, ſhould be ſo wholly unconcerned for their ſeduced 
Pariſh-- - 
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Pariſhioners, as to find out no more effectual way to ſave 
their Souls, than an unjuſtifyable and even a very ſinful 
complaifance with them in their unreaſonable and perverſe 
humours. It is now notorious that this falſe Moderation 
( from the farther progreſs of which Good Lord deliver us) 
inſtead of gaining the Diſſenting Party, hath not only dri- 
- ven them farther oft from our Churches, but hardened 
them beyond meaſure in their unjuſt prejudice againſt the 
eſtabliſhed Religion ; for their obſervation of Miniſters, li- 
ving in the neglect of thoſe Laws, by vertue of which they 
were proceeded againſt, not only encreaſed their immode- 
rate love of their own ways, but hath likewiſe made them 
intolerably impatient of all kind of contradiction; to that 
degree, as not to ſuffer the leaſt Check from Authority, 
without flying-in the face of their Superiours and medi- 
rating both the deſtruCtion of them, and ſubverſion of the 
Government. A truth much more evident and apparent, 
| than that the laudable zeal of our cver fa- 
Arch-Biſhop mous martyr'd Metropolitan, for his Love 
Laud. to: Order and exaCt Contormity, was the 
| occaſion of any of the late Troubles, or 
concullion in the State, as ſome are picaſed to affirm, who 
are apt to ſhew much more zeal againſt Popery, than 
love to our own Religion. And a conſideration which 
would make - us abhor a Laodicean Temper of Luke- 
warmneſs and indifferency, and engage us ever to ſtick cloſe 
to that excellent Method of Order and Conformity, which 
we were ſo very timely put into3 ſince we have to our 
great comfort and Reputation, experienced ſuch happy et- 
tects of the one here among us, ( which hath in ſome ſort 
diſtinguiſhed -us from all other. Dioceſes of England) and 
rhe whole Nation felt ſuch diſmal conſequences ot the other. 
Of which if you are not yet convinced (and I ſhould be ex- 
ceeding ſorry, that Ihad many in my Juriſdiction that were 
not) Icrave leave to reter you to a more through Exami- 
nation 
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nation of the Works of ſeveral Loyal, Faithful and Indefati- 
gable Writers, who have with ſuch honeſt-Zeal, Prudence, 
themſelves for the Kingand the Churchagainſt thecraft and 
malice of our Schiſmaricks of all denominations, that they 
ought never to be forgotten by the Loyal Clergy or Lairy 
of England and their Poſterity... __ © 

I hope therefore, Brethren, I need not fpend fo much 
Ink riow, td convinceany;as I have ſpent breath hererofsre, 
ro perſuade ſome, that ſuch a Notion and Prafttice of Con- 
formity, as you have been preſſed to from the Beginning, is 
pious, laudable and prudent; ſince you ſee it our Duty, 
both'in reſpe&t of :cthe Laws of God and Man. Ir obtains 
the End of the: Law, the Honour of God in his Reverend 
Worſhip, by. Uniformity, and our Reputation will other- 
wiſe/ſuffer both: among our Friends and Enemies. It will 
be our advantage if we doſo, and a great difadvantage to 
usand:qur Poſterity if we do it not, In the name of God 
then, if you value your Reputarions, or regard your Con- 
ſciences, come up to that pitch of good- order 1n Confor- 
mity,” whereto you have been long and often invited, not 
contenting your ſelves with out-ſtripping other Miniſters 
in Dioceſes, that ſtrive againſt the ſtream, and haye want- 
ed the advantage of being ſpurr'd on, as we have been 
from the beginning, but labouring. to be all; what many 
are, and every one profeſſeth to be, z. e. a true Conformiſt 
indeed; not of our Modern, but the Ancient ſtamp ( of 
whom I ſhall venture to give this ſhort Charafter.) He 
is ſuch an one, as underſtands that Prayer and Praiſe, is 
the end of Sermons; And that the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body and Bloud, is the moſt excellent part of God's Wor. 


- . thip: And conſequemtly thinks not either Prayer or Praiſe ſo 


inſeparably annexed to Pulpit Preaching, as to neglect the 
TJuge Sacrificium, on-days of Labour, or to clip the Church 


Prayers, more facred than the King's Coin, when he pub- 
E lickly 
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lickly .offers them. up.to: God: in the Congregation ; nor: 
omits. the Celebtarion of:the Euchariſt ſo often on' other 
Sundays and Feſtivals, : beſidesThe 'three great ones., but 
that every. 'one''may have.atceaſt; an' opportunity ' to 're- 
ceive three or. four.times a-year, which as I have demon- 
ſtrated cannot be: done ( with any conveniency to Prieſt 
or People, in a Pariſh of but-z0s Communicants ) under: 
4A monthly. Sacrament. T0 T3 = dve b pets Weki316- p10 7408 On 
_. Such an one as performs this:Task, when: he hath no- 
juſt hindrance.,, with no leſs willingneſs" than unfeigned 
Devotion, and:'who conſtantly and diſcreetly inſtruQs the- 
Youth,: not onely.in LZex!, but throughout the year, who 
by pious application to the Whole as-well as-the Sick, 
makes. Conſcience to bring homeiſtraying; Sheep to Chriſt's 
Fold, as well as'affiſt and convey dying Souls unto' Abra- 
ham's Boſom, I dare denominate, (1 fay, ſuch an one) an 
orderly Churchman and true Conformiſt. And on thecon- 
trary ſhall not:doubr to aſſert, - that whoever hath: not 
this Notion of Conformity; and-dorh not. honeſtly and fin- 
cerely endeayourirhus to obſerve his Rule,” without wil- 
ful Omiſſion of whar lies in his own power to praCtiſe, and 
he ſees praCtiſed by: other perſons, in worſe circumſtances 
than himſelf, doth not deſerve thatName. ': How far In- 
advertency, -or the unhappineſs of Education, in not ha- 
ving been trained up-under right and Orthodox Church- 
men ( ſtudiers and lovers of Order) fo as to attain-to 

ſome early expertneſs in things appertaining to. the Eccle- 


fiaſtick Miniſtration, may extenuare ſuch a Crime, I ſhall 
not at this time determine. + * | | 


But in Charity attributing the paucity of the number of 
Ritualiſts to theſe. cauſes aſſigned, rather than to any Aver- 
ſion to our eſtabliſhed Order of Religion; Ido carneſily re- 
commend unto all the younger Clergy, ſuch a ſerious and 
hearty Study of the Liturgy of the Church of England, as 


my deceaſed Right Reverend Dioceſan adviſed me to, when 


he 


he firſt entruſted me with an Arch-deaconry, and which he 
did not only recommend to others, bur had prattifed him- 
ſelf, in ſuch nianner perchance, that tt is fcarce poſlible 
among any aliye to find a parallel, Witneſs his laborious 
and excellent Annotations and Collections on King James's 
and former Liturgies, which are now extant in his own 
publick Library which he founded here at Durham, which, 
if you have never yet peruſed, according'to fome intima- 
tions given you itt my Vifitations, I do adviſe you to do with 
much conſideration. You will find it a work of much Time 
| as well as Piety, and therein diſcover much Learning and 
Prudence, in comparing and examining the preſent and 
former Liturgies of our own and other Churches, together 
with the Rituals, Breviaries and Miſſals, out of which our 

Service like Gold from droſs was taken; which Method of 
Study and Deyotion, ſeems to have been the daily pra- 
Ctice of this great Man, and without diſpute was one of 
the things that made him ſo great a Man, as to be relied 
on ſo much, by the Biſhops and: Clergy in the Convoca- 
tion, when they did review and examine our Liturgy, at- 
ter the return of the King in the year 6x and 62. This 
is that which gave him ſo clear and full a view of the Be- 
nefits, as: well as Beauty of that Uniformity, which he, 
before the Troubles, had introduced at St. Peter's Col- 
lege in Cambridg, and the Cathedral Church of Darham, 
and practiſed all along his Troubles abroad in his Exile, - 
that he did with great Zeal and Succeſs, eſtabliſh here a- 
mong us the fame at his happy coming to this See, which 
all the Norzhery Clergy, which are Right and firm to the 
King and the Church, are convinced, was no {mall Felicity ; 
and taſte now ſo much ſweetneſs therein, that notwith- 
ſtanding the uneaſineſs we have felr, in being often ſmarr- 
ly admoniſhed thereunto, we heartily bleſs God for ſuch 
a providential Att of his 'Goodneſs towards this Country, 
as to ſend after twenty years bloody Wars and COT, 
E 3 rae 
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the ſame Perſon, who had been firſt Inſtrumental in Reſto. 
ring good. Order in the Cathedral beiore the. year 1640. 
to compleat it afterwards in, the Dioceſe z., out of Grati; 
rude to whom, for ;the adyantages we received from his 
good. Condudt and Government,(which-do abundantly out- 
weight the Infirmities of his old Age) we are bound to 
maintain, with great zeal (and.no Man more than my 
ſelf ) what he with great vigilance and pains, firſt ſer on 
foot, here among us. And I know no more effeCtual courſe 
ro prevail with you ſo to do,than your prattiſing that good 
Advice he always gave young Clergymen , before their 
Ocdination, to, be good Churchmen, as well as good Chri- 
ſtians,. which you know. he often. expreſſed in this Phraſe 
( which.I have ſome reaſon to believe he learned from Bi- 
ſhop Overall and Biſhop Andrews )- Study your *Common- 
Prayer Book. And the Clergy of the Biſhoprick of Dar- 
bam, being put in ſo. caſte a way to do the ſame, by his 
good Counſel and: Example which he gave ,us in relation 
- thereunto while he lived, and by thoſe conſiderable helps 
that he left in the Library, which he founded at. his 
Death, will be more inexcuſable than all others in the Na- 


tion, if they do ir not. For Biſhop Cofins's Notes in his 


Manuſcript, which are inſerted in a Folio Common-prayer 
Book , bound up with: blank-Paper betwixt 'the Leaves, 
for that purpoſe, will be very uſeful for the learning of 
the Hiſtory: and deſign of the Book, as the pious and 
learned Pieces of our Neighbour (and my ever. honoured 
Friend ) Dr. Comber, will be helptul in the ſtudying of the 
Method and matter of the fame. -. RN 
To draw to a Concluſion. God having thus bleſſed us with 
a Prelate, very famous abroad as well asat home,for his Zeal, 
both againſt Popery and Fanaticiſm,who gave a great Wound 
to the firſt by his printed Books, and;to.the laſt by his Love 
ro Conformity and the. exerciſe:of Diſcipline; As alſo our 
preſent Dioceſan, who hath both publickly: admoniſhed us 


all, 


wm Ew” 7 
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- all; and privately commanded me to at according to Law; 
We have all Obligation in the World to ſignalize our ſelyes 
upon this account, and to give the World ſome demonſtra- 
tions by our Practice, it not by our Writing, that the moſt 
ready” courſe to make Men Pious as well as Loyal, is by 
a hearty Zeal for the uniform practice of our incompa- 
rable Liturgy, which was ſo admirable a fruit of good 
Judgment , mature Deliberation and mighty Induſtry, 
that the whole Authority, in Church and State, in Parlia- 
ment, doubted not to declare ir done by the Aid of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and without diſpute this moſt unexceprio- 
nable Compoſure juſtly deſerves that notable Ercomium, 
that Arch-Biſhop Cramwmer, who ſealed it with his Blood, 

ives it in his Works, in theſe or the like words, namely, 
That he did believe, that there had not been a more uſe- 
ful and godly Book, than the Engliſh Liturgy , compoſed 
fince the time of the Apoſtles : Since long Experience ſhews 
us, that it hath under God been the moſt effetual means 
to eſtabliſh the Reformation amongſt us, and the moſt 
impregnable Bulwark that ever was raiſed againſt Po- 
pery. Which ſome Foreiners have been ſo ſenſible of, thar 
they have not doubted to declare the Common-prayer 
Book of the Church of England, of all Liturgies extant 


in the World, beſt deſerving to be the univerſal Liturgy, 0 


for being ſo excellent a Repoſitory of the Holy Doctrine 
contained in the Scriptures, the moſt conformable to An- 
- tiquity, and for keeping the moſt deſirable Mean, betwixr 


two Extreams. 


Thus, My Reverend Brethren, I havein the fear of Goe), 
and with much Integrity of Heart, laid before your Eyes, 
your Obligations to the Faithful and Exemplary Diſcharge 
of your Fun&tion. I will not deſpair, but that I may 


in due time, by the bleſſing of Almighty God, ſee ſome 
| | con- 
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conſiderable fruit of theſe my honeſt, though weak, En- 
_ deayours; if not, I ſhall haye this comfort to; my. own 
Conſcience, that I have: faithfully delivered my Soul, to- 
gether with -this Additionary ſatisfaction ; that I have 
proclaimed to the World, that I have done fo; towwhich 
Refuge I ſhould not have betaken my felt , had not the 
Non-compliance of ſundry of my Brethren, for many 
years together, in.the obſervation of ſome clear and ea- 
fily practicable Laws of the Church, conſtrained me there- 
unto, You know, that I have often declared unto you, 
that the publick and private Applications to, as well as 
Cenſures: of, the Clergy, in order to the bringing them 
to the exatt obſeryation of their Rule of Conformity, has 
been part of the peculiar Province that I have reſerved 
to my ſelf; and I hope none of you can accuſe me of 
any ſcandalous negligence in the diſcharge thereof: How 
far my Officers , eſpecially during my abſence from Eng- 
land, have performed the Duties incumbent upon them, 
and which I have all along left to their ſole management, 
Is better known poſſibly ro your ſelves than me. I 
hope they have not been the moſt negligent of all in Eng 
land ; but if they have been culpable, it is fir, they 
ſhould bear their own Guilt, as I am willing to bear 
mine. And let none of us, for the Love of God, make 
their failings, whether real or pretended, a Cloak for our 
Omiſſions. We muſt do our own Duties, before we 
are qualified to complain of them. Every Arch-deacon 
can do conſiderable things, in regulating rhe Clergy of 
his Juriſdiftion, in relation to their Duty , without the 
Miſtance of his Regiſter or Official; and ſo may every 
one of you, without the aſliſtance of them or your Arch- 
deacon, or your Church-Wardens, do much in the order- 
ing God's Worſhip and your People. Let every one of 
us do What lies in our own power to do, without the 


help 
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help of others, and then, and not till then, ſhall we de- 
monſtrate, that our Complaints of one another are ſincere. 
Commending you, and all your fincere Deſigns and en- 
deavours to God, begging the continuance of your Prayers, 
and aſſuring you always of mine, I ſubſcribe my elf, 


From Windſor (during 0 
my Reſidence at Court) 


Aſcenſion day, 1684s Tour Aﬀeftionate Brother 


and Servant in Chriſt, 


D. G. 


P olticript. 


Poſtſcript. 


"OR the better Encouragement of Country Pariſhes, to 

_ obſerve Monthly Communions, it will not be amiſs to 
mind you, that ſo frequent Celebration of the Sacrament, as 
I have brought to your view to inflame your Zeal, ws not 
onely now orved by many Cathedrals ( as it hath been by 
ſome all along from the Regulation of the Liturgy); but 
'#n other places, namely, St. John's College in Cambridge, 
St. James's Chappel, Ely Chappel in Holbourn ( when the 
Biſhop is preſent) and Dr. Beveridge's Congregation at St. 
Peters Cornhill 3» London; which places Celebrate the 
holy Communion Weekly with a competent Number and much 
to Edification ; and the fruit of which conſtant Attendance 
ou that holy Ordinance, is very vifible in the Lives and 
Converſations of a great number of devout People, which 
frequent this holy Duty in the forementioned places ; and very 
particularly among the younger ſort 5. who give abundant 
hopes to Miniſters ( if they do not P gs in their Zeal) 
that they may train up a wery orderly Generation for the 
time to come, And if this be poſſible to be done in the City 
of London, I recommend it to your Confideration 5 Whether 


it be not much more eafie for us to do here in our exemplary 
Dzoceſe, 


FIN AHIS. 
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EE obſerve Monthly Communions, it will not be amiſs to ' 
mind you, that ſo frequent Celebration of the Sacrament, as 
I have brought to your view to inflame your Zeal, ws not * 
onely now obſerved by many Cathedrals ( as it hath been by | 

ſome all along from the Regulation of the Liturgy); but 
'## other places, namely, St. John's College in Cambridge, 
St. James's Chappel, Ely Chappel in Holbourn ( when the + 
Biſhop is preſent) and Dr. Beveridge's Congregation at St. 
Peters Cornhill z» London; which places Celebrate the 
holy Communion Weekly with a competent Number and much 
to Edification ; and the fruit of which conſtant Attendance 
on that holy Ordinance, is very viſible in the Lives and 
Converſations of a great number of devout People, which 
frequent this holy Duty in the forementioned places ; and very 
particularly among the younger ſort 5. who give abundant 
hopes to Miniſters ( if they do not, flacken in their Zeal ) 
that they may train up a wery orderly Generation for the 
time to come, And if this be poſſible to be done in the City 
of London, 1 recommend it to your Confideration 5 Whether 


it be not much more eafie for us to do here in our exemplary 
Dioceſe. 
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